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1. In the high-altitude regions of Pakistan,
where the peaks of the Himalayas, Karakoram
and Hindukush touch the sky, two extraordinary
animals have made these rugged landscapes
home for centuries. The snow leopard and the
markhor, predator and prey respectively,
represent the delicate balance of nature in some
of the most remote areas of the world. Both
species are not only fascinating in their own

Ir’
outlook but are also symbols of Pakistan's wild S 67 ol Gt ‘f) Suelt .E#‘,teﬁ‘g o
beauty and the need for conservation. JH{\ h’}j n@@é‘fﬂmf T ot
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The Ghost of the Mountains - Sn
2. The snow leopard is u::rnf:.J

animals on the planet Wl
ends perfectly

coat and pierc
with the mc@lﬁ tains. Oﬁﬁn referred to as
| the "Ghost of the Mountains," the snow leopard
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roams at altitudes as high as 5.500 m

surviving the cold with its W

muscular build. ® \
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3. Snow, k!"ughlly adapted to their
mounta\}rl;\‘habttatb Their wide, fur- covered
paws allow them to walk on snow without
sinking, and their long tails help them balance
on narrow ledges. But despite their strength and
agility, snow leopards are rarely seen by, This
mysterious predator is shy and solitary,
avoiding human contact whenever possible.
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4. The snow leopard's primary prey is the
markhor, though it also hunts ibex and wild
sheep. As a top predator in the ecosystem, it
plays a-crucial role in mamta;mng
balance. If the snow lecpard we
it would create a ripple
populations of othe
health of theigumt
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The Ma}m arkhor - A National Symbol

S. The markhor, with its impressive corkscrew-
shaped homns, is Pakistan's national animal.
Found in the mountainous regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit- Baltistan, Balochistan,
and parts of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, the
markhor is perfectly adapted to the steep and
rocky terrain, Its wide hooves help it climb cliffs
with ease, while its coat changes with the
seasons, providing warmth in winter and
shedding in summer.
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6. The markhor is a herbivore, feeding on

grasses, shrubs, and leaves. Living at ajti
of up to 3,600 mctres H:{ﬁ( "a%
seen perched on nmﬁwﬁ%} \ﬁélﬂg on
vegetaﬁw

for their long,
twisted hoy \bﬁlch can grow up L5 metres
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7. The name "Markhor" means "snake-eategf i
Persian, a reference to the twistin

resemble coiled snakes. ‘?\%%%
“cultural

special
itage, but like the snow
leopard, it has faced numerous challenges.

place and

environmen
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A Fragile Balance - Predator and Prey

8. The relationship between the snow leopard
and the markhor is a classic example of predator
and prey. Snow leopards rely on markhors for
food, and markhors have to escape these
powerful predators by living in steep, rocky
areas where they can quickly flee.
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9. However, human activities have upset this

delicate balance. Poaching, habitat des o
and climate change have i \af

both the species. M n hunted for
hile snow leopards have
been killed by herders trying to protect their

livestock.. :

1

o

Ne (o 1o~

WM-& s lrdun
3 ] _;} L{f‘ ol 'U.‘F-L{:-'LL;' L JJI'J UE&“{-

L5 e b A E LIS U
N VLS e b e L b
= Sustr e 2 e Vine s L sz

S, ) Ml [ S0

Conservation Success and Future Challenges
10. Despite these threats, both the snow leopard
and the markhor have benefited from successful
conservation efforts in Pakistan. Organisations
such as the Snow Leopard Foundation and the
WWF-Pakistan have worked tirelessly to
protect these species. In the areas like Chitral
National Park and the Toshi Game Reserve,
local communities, in collaboration with the
government, have established trophy hunting
programmes. These programmes allow
hunters to hunt a limited number of

under strict regulations. The _

is used for wildlife conservati ovide
‘inancial incenww eople to protect

the animals. -
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. Thanks to the efforts to reduccﬁ h
lenpard conflict by which an i

the numbers of snow leof ﬁ% so-been seen
By co W who lose livestock
due t leopard attacks and raising
awareness of the species' importance,

conservationists have reduced the killings of
these endangered cats.
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12. Despite these successes, both the species
remain vulnerable. Continued efforts are needed
to protect their habitats and prevent illegal
hunting. By preserving the snow leopard and the
markhor, Pakistan is also preserving its natural
heritage and the balance of life in its wildest
regions.
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The Role of Pakistan's Mountai

13. The survival of
§] OV enpards kﬂep the

markhor is essential
mountain

popula | crbwores like the markhor in
check, ensuring that plant life in these areas
remains balanced. Markhors, in turn, are critical
for maintaining the vegetation of the mountain
slopes, preventing overgrazing and soil erosion.
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14. Without these two spécies, the entire
ecosystem would be at risk. Protecting them is
not only about saving two magnificent animals

but also preserving the very environment they
inhabit.
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Theme

The central theme of the text is_deligate!
relatmnshlp between the snow Ie
species are crucial f'ur(j

habitat loss, and cli

cultural si
Foundati
ecosyst
rﬂspunmbrhty in conservation.

rvation efforts by

em's health but face threats from poaching
e mrkhnr as Pakistan's national animal, also holds

WF-Pakistan aim to protect these animals and preserve the fragile
is theme highlights the mportance of biodiversity, adaptation, and humas

AVEOME -
#@&ough the predator-pres
Pakistan's mountains. Both the

organizations like the Snow Leopar
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agility

T the ‘B‘\Jblﬂty\,ﬁ H@éﬁfé t[uiEklv and easﬂv

e VAN
conservatiuﬁ‘i[\_ the'protection of the natural environment
' ecosystem all the plants and living creatures in a particular area considered in
relation to their physical environment : il
elusive  difficult to find, define or achieve
herbivore any animal that eats only plants
heritage the history, traditions, buildings and objects that a country or soc¢ let}f
has had for many years and that are considered an important part of its
character
magnificent extremely attractive and impressive; deserving praise
predator an animal that kills and eats other animals
preserve to keep a particular quality, feature, etc.; to P@§mﬁcthmg
_ is kept ~—SN [ 7o\
ripple a small wave on the ally water ma lake, etc.
pp he sriges ﬂﬁfi\% L&éﬁbéoi y
]
rugged not eveﬂ[ %\W@ﬁdﬁaﬂﬁg’ rocks rather than plants or trees
vulnerable

Wﬁm&ﬁ?hﬁﬂ physically or emotionally

Words/ Sentences

Adapt Ammal:-. must adapt to changmg enwrunments tﬂ survive.
Ascend The climbers will ascend the mountain at sunrise.
Endanger Pollution can endanger many species of animals.

_Overgraze The cattle tend to overgraze the pasture if not controlled.
Erode Wind and water can erode the rocks over time.
Conserve It’s important to conserve energy by turning off lights when not needed,
Blend She loves to blend different fruits in her new recipie.
Recognize [ didn’t recognize him at the party. R
Poaching Poaching of endangered animals has bccumemﬁm ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁoﬂﬁwﬂe
Revenue The company generated-a lafge amaUnt\of reyenye last year. ;
Incentive The compasy bffered-an inéenlivetd emiployees who met their targets.
Awareness The campaigh taiscd\dwareness about the importance of recycling.
Vulnerability  [Ehe[@othohity’s vulnerability to flooding has increased after the heavy rains.

Ecosystem NN

The forest ecosystem is home to many different species of plants and animals, |

41554




Readi 1
A. Answer the fu[[uwm;g\ ” ﬂ k\\\ \\‘Ja;f
questions:
1. Why is aﬂmlé ey relatwns]up

between "‘*m“ snow leopard and the

markhor important for the ecosystem?
096010001

Ans. Predator-prey relationship

The snow: leopard and markhor’s predator-
prey relationship helps regulate the
populations of herbivores and maintain
balance in the ecosystem. By controlling the

herbivore ° population, snow leopards
prevent overgrazing, which, could harm the
vegetation.

2. How do the snow leopard and the
markhor's adaptations help them survive
in the mountains? 096010002
Ans, The snow lenpard S thlck
powerful legs help it navigate rock X
_while the markhor’s hoowes ifgc\

ave evolved

on steep -alup ?N
withstand the harsh

traits that

mountain cli d[ﬁ. and difficult areas.

3. What are the benefits and potential
concerns of community-led conservation
programmes like trophy hunting? 096010003
Ans, Community-led conservation
programs can provide economic incentives
and increase local engagement in protecting
wildlife. However, trophy hunting can also
raise ethical concerns, and if not properly
regulated, it may harm endangered species
like the snow leopard,

4. What might happen to the mountain

@1-:1_

ecosystem if either the snow leopard or

the markhor djsappeared /s

Ans. If either spec:as gpe%reir{q
balance of the ecos

disrupted. Th:., ﬁ'b 9” Row leopard
would leaﬂ‘ﬁﬂj aﬁJ increase in herbivore

populations, while the disappearance of the

,f

5 Pepi

nking
warkhor could aﬂ'"ect the predator’s food .
supply, impacting the entire food chain,
S. How do human activities like poaching
and habitat destruction threaten the
balance between the snow leopard and
the markhor? 096010005
Ans. Poaching and habitat destruction
threaten both the snow leopard and markhor
by reducing their populations and disrupting
their natural habitats. This weakens the
predator-prey relationship and harms the
overall biodiversity of the ecosystem.
6. How is the markhor adapted to living
in mountainous regions? L 096010006
Ans. ‘The markhor ﬁ@wd strong,
muscul,atl ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ;&p ized hooves that
\gh steep, rocky cliffs. Tts long,
T orns help it navigate rough terrain
and protect it from predators,
7. What more can be done to raise
awareness about protecting endangered
species like the snow leopard and the
markhor? 096010007
Ans. Education campaigns, wildlife
documentaries, and local community
involvement can help raise awareness about
endangered species. Additionally,
promoting eco-tourism and engaging with
global conservation efforts can further
highlight the importance of protex.tmg these
anlmals
8. How did the descrlptlun,quf the snow
leopard and Jht!“ k"‘h rﬂ pact your
ﬁmg }hm-e animals and their
\1‘5.1: I:mi&nt“f " 096010008

Jms ~The description emphasized the

delicate balance between the snow leopard
and the markhor in their mountainous
habitat. It highlighted the critical role each
species plays in maintaining ecosystem




health and the challenges they face from
both natural and human-induced threats.

Additional Questions / ;

ersJil
o
1. Why are snow Ieu%sr{ﬁ J\a\( v bg \Ey
humans? ., 096010009
Ans. The b}lg eopards are rarely seen

by humans because of their mysterious
and shy nature.

What do markhors eat?

Ans. Markhors eat grasses, shrubs and
leaves: - A,

How have conservation efforts helped
increase snow leopards? 096010010
Ans. The reduced human-leopard conflicts
have helped increase snow leopards.

B. Choose the correct option for each
question.

2.

1. What might be the long-term impact

on the ecosystem if the snow leopard "\\/C
were to become extinct? Dm@vb
B The population of ores e
markhor wnul&:%' Yleading to
overgrazing.

b. The markhor population would decrease
due to a lack of protection.

¢. The ecosystem would become healthlcr
without predators.

d. The environment would remain
unchanged.

2. How - do community-based
conservation efforts, such as trophy
hunting, benefit both wildlife and local
people? 096010012
a. They reduce human-wildlife conﬂict by
eliminating predators. \

| They generate income for @Kﬂ\ l‘[ﬁ} z
fund wildhife pmlemon e ﬁs W

c. They help 1 specles into

Pl

k

¢
¢

d. They allow mcgaa\uttgg@fgﬁﬁg.

learned from the

_successful conservation efforts of the

snow leopard and the markhor? osso10013

a. Conservation only works if predators are

removed from the ecosystem.

b. Animals can survive without human

intervention.

Involving local communities in

conservation efforts leads to better

outcomes.

d. Conservation is not necessary for

naturally strong species.

4. Why is it important to maintain the

balance between predator and prey in

ecosystems like ﬂf@@ﬁw leopard

ﬁkﬁ%‘;} 096010014
‘tourism in mountain regions

\ b6 ensure that predators do not starve

to keep herbivare populations in check

and protect vegetation -

d. to help predators dominate the ecosystem

5. What is one potential drawback of

trophy hunting programmes, even when

they help conservation efforts? osso10015

a. They may lead to uncontrolled hunting

of species.

b. They only focus on predators llke the

snow leopard.

! They may prioritise financial gain over

the welfare of animals.
r;gl,gu@n}mmes

.d They do not mvolxe lo
l'C ._;'

\\L‘

-

+ % ng ing text and put
\}Elﬂvh information into the graphic

urgamser. 096010016

There is a serious threat to the snow leopard

local ecosystem

41

and the markhor in Pakistan's mountains.
57




o
Poaching and habitat loss have decreased Censmﬁq@ﬁb{tﬂn imt{fl}é,g trophy hunting

their numbers. Snow leopards are also “help protect wildlife.

by herders protecting their lweste‘tfk. \1@3 m en fer herders also reduces the

problems lead to an’“inlbal eV \ *killing ef snow leopards. These actions aim

ecosystem. Without | w\ \\lelst to save both the species and protect the

markhor pnpul E}gﬁﬁ re“ase eausmg ecosystem.
Dvergraﬂg\% j ging the environment,

Causee:

Poaching
and Habltat
Loss

Conflict with

Herders
1
i )
Solution:
blem
Pro Trophy Hunting
Threat to Snow Programmes
Leopard and Compensation for
Markhor Herders,
. J

Effect:
restoration

© LR

J

ﬂ(ﬂ,—-\ {“

uis between the connotative and denotative meanings of the following

words using context clues from the text. 096010017
Words | Context Denotative meaning Cnnnnt.ative
clues meaning
balance | destruction | equilibrium ' Preservation |
| elusive ghost of difficult to describe, find, achieve, or remember | difficult to
the ' : find. define
mountains or achieve

heritage | balance of | features belonging to the culture of
lifeinits | a particular society

wildest

regions = r”ﬁ
predator | prey an animal that hunts, kills, 12 (@ :;, "YU Leopard

and eats other aﬂlmal €\ ﬁ \\ ,/ Lf}‘EL = -
vulnerable | prevent | able te\\ \ C \\ JAG = U weak and
’%\g caifjr or mentally hurt, influenced, | easily hurt
0 ” \ \ physically or
AR mJJ = emotionally =

{158 =



Hyphenated Nouns and Adjectives
D i

A hyphen (-) is used to joi et
words together ha W‘gﬁ}j @ 1dea This
can happen wﬂv‘i}m nouns and adjectives.
Hyphens are especially helpful when two
words work together as a single unit or
when a compound adjective appears before
anoun,

Hyphenated Nouns: Some compound
nouns use hyphens to connect words,
making them one concept. Example:
mother-in-law. well-being

Hyphenated Adjectives: Compound
adjectives (two or more words that describe
a noun) are often hyphenated, especially
when they come before a noun.
Example: a well-known au

speed train
Words with th ugh“ _
The letter strin is tricky in English

because it can be pronounced in many
different ways depending on the word.

* Examples of "-ough" words:

though (as in although): Pronounced/tho/
through: Pronounced/throo/

rough: Pronounced/ruff/

enough: Pronounced/enuff/

thought: Pronounced/thawt/

A. Add hyphens to the following
compound nouns and adjectives where
needed. 096010019
|. The editor-in-chief made several changes
to the manuscript.

2. The student gave a wdl-w
3. The city is famous
infrastructure. Q\\P&J \J

4. He works as a part-time teacher.

m\%

Fi@& K\Q;}u

B. Identify the correct prn_n'nunciatiun of
the -ough words and fill in the blanks with
the appropriate words. 096010020

1..The river runs threugh the city.
(Pronounced/throo/)

| 2. She had a difficult day, but she smiled,

as 1f she hadn't gone through so much.

(Pronounced/tho/)

3. The fabric of the sweater felt very rough

against my skin. (Pronounced /ruff/)

4. He hadn't thought much about the topic

before the presentation,

: @b@:@bu}f that

.—Wlake three hyphenated nouns or

adjectives using the prefixes provided
below. (Examples: anti-corruption, anti-

riot, anti-inflammatory) 096010021
| Prefix Hyphenated Words
Self self-esteem, self-confidence,
self-awareness
Ex ex-husband, ex-president,.
o ex-partner
Co co-worker, co-founder,
co-parent
Non non-profit, non-fiction,
non-verbal .
D. Fill in the blanks with the correct
words ending in -ough fro tions
provided. _Hc-‘\ = ) CEI:\ 096010022

fa t E}Jﬂl\m it was

D1, W
%M through, thought)

2 There wasn't enough sugar left for tea.
(although, enough, brought)

3. Kiran kneaded the dough to make bread
(cough, dough, bough)

%1
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4. The storm blew the leaves off the b uugh
(bough, through, though)

5. He had a severe _ngghuthmngﬁoﬁht\f{hq W3
day. (rough, cough ugw xg\,

A. Write a desgri Enmposman about
the snow | d or the markhor, moving
from  general to specific. Use
brainstorming, mind mapping, and
writing a first draft while paying
attention to correct punctuation and
spelling. 096010023
Ans. The Markhor is a special type of wild
goat found in the mountains of Central and
South  Asia, especially in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. It has long, twisted horns that
can be very big, making it look unique and

""': I:‘ ) r_._..'.

stro
easo ‘s,~,nzw

000 N
Mﬂtkh;)&[:@% changes with the:

inter, it gets thick and warm to
otect it from the cold.

Markhors live in small groups, with females
and their young together. They are very
good at climbing steep rocks, which helps
them escape from predators like wolves and
leopards.

This animal is important to the places where
it lives and is even the national animal of
Pakistan. Sadly, Markhors are in danger
because their homes are being destroyed,
and they are at risk from poaching. Many
people are working hard to protect the
Markhor, so it can continue to thrive in the
wild. The Markhor reminds us of how
important it is to care for animals and nature.

096010024

Cansenraiom’ ¥ \ Conseervation Conservaytion

i, Ecnwﬁ@”[\ Jo= T Ecosysstem Ecosystemv’ Ecosysteme
iii. | Elusivev Elusivee Eluzive Elusivee

iv. | Haybitat Habittat Habitatv’ Habitate

V. Preidators Predattors Preidators Predatorsv’
vi. | Herbivoure Herbeivore Herbivorev’ Herbivoree
vil. | Adapteed Adaptedv’ Adaptied Adapted

viii, | Solitery Solitaryv’ Solitiary Soliteary

ix. | Perchedv Pearched Pirched Percheed

X. | Vegetasion Veagetation Vegitation Veggl;thns/
xi. | Ripple | Ripplee a [S:E! 1e¥" N ;T;‘H @ ,Ele'lﬂp’le

xii. | Poachingvy’ | Paauhlqg i ".r “"HL‘Q@@M g Poaeching
Xill. | Awarenessy’ f,rﬁ'\} \%ﬁrﬁm\iﬂb‘s Awarenes Awareeness
Xiv. Smj:?:ah(w \qﬁ\l |\J "Sympulf Symboll Syembol
i' XV. [ncah[ffvcs | Incentivs | Incentivesv’ Incentivess
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Questions

The an&;.]@[:yﬂj&ha' i

known for its elusive

nature. The synonym | Mysteriousy’

of the underlined

[ word is:

l.'-lll'-__'l'.I.

Abundant .

Common

Visible

Conservation efforts
focus on protecting
endangered species
and their habitats.
The synonym of the

underlined word is:

Communities

e
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\Il'l.s.ﬂ"ull.lllllll

VRC

Environmentsv’

.-'—-\*\ h

-,.\\ \)

_.-'1

M

ﬂ\\n, "\". N

'|..-~—I
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11,

The markhor’s dteL
Jf\J

consmt&qF JT ‘Jf
vegetation found in
mountainous reginn;'-;.
The synonym of the

underlined word is:

1\\\\.".

tl,!l

v-l—

| Rocks

'|I1||L'|'|.'_.__1"i-"_

Animals

Plantsv

Water

V.

Snow leopards are
solitary animals,
avolding human
interaction The
synonym of the

underlined word is:

Social

l.l"-rj

Lonelyv
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Independent

Aggressive
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v. | of predators lik Carnivores Prey - | Victims
- | snow leopar

T A SOV

)
un d word is:

Markhors are

herbivores, rélying

. | onplants for - - g Plant-
vi, ' Meat-eaters | Omnivores Scavengers
sustenance. The - eatersv’
synonym of the
underlined word is;

Climate change

causes a ripple effect Q (fg :@@
vii. | in ecosystems. HQQW\X\‘&“ ge Disruptionv” | Movement
\ b,

synonym 5
un ed 18:

Their wide hooves
dre perfectly
adapted for climbing
steep cliffs. The |
synonym of the

viil. Unsuitable Designed ' Adjustedv’ | Unchanged

underlined word is:

Markhors are known : 3
| for their steep - 3 W‘Eﬂ; @@Wl

ixb' habitats in the ' | %é@@

mountains. The OK&

antonym UII‘ {&
und “word is:
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f IJ > 7 delicious.
| My =
. She wore a
_ Find the sentence E::::Ta bright- They live ina | That dog is
1v. | where a hyphen is vellow high-rise wells
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i cake.vy
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