Poem 4

O Where are You Going W.H. Auden

O where are you going? said reader to rider,

That valley is fatal when furnaces buri,
Yonder’s the midden whose odours w.i_I_E macden
That gap is th==grave wiiere the *.‘oll retuir.-
O de:yoll rnagll ‘e, \sAic | eurerto farer

it dU'.ISK will delay on your path to the pass,
Your diligent looking discover the lacking,

Your footsteps feel from granite to grass?

O what was that bird, said horror to hearer,
Did you see that shape in the twisted trees?
Behind you swiftly the figure comes softly,

The spot on your skin is a shocking disease?

Out of this house, said rider to reader,
Yours never will, said farer to fearer,
They’re looking for you, said hearer to horror,

As he left them there, as he left them there.
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disastrous, deadly, g | g P~
Bl || Gammgiean | | o] st
bsf | fi il nis VAN A~
midden ’ f||th|,|dunqh|___, bad -svvlftw'- i e ) quickly, rapidly, speedily
.- 'i smeill _.I_-_'___ _____'_. | -
\ - 1L .| traveler, adventurer,
odour < Yy -.L@*_mﬂ_ s*nk ﬂter“.c,h farer Sls
Allimamnlis voyager
dilicent—|| |57 sgr—Efl—”l'w dusk ¢ | evening, twilight, sunset
I r IV IS, faeticulous
|Lw sied” | b %ﬁécwxﬂhg yonder | &L« | far, away, ahead
granite A | stone, rock shocking 64 | horrible, terrible, dreadful
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EXPLANATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT
LINES1-4

“O where are you going?” said rzuier to =ider. \ SRR T (3 Times)
“That valley is fatal when furnaccs dyrn, | BN |

Yonder’s the niddei, whoseodouy: Will'madaen,

That gap is thegréve, whars the talh return.

REFcRENCE:
These lines have been taken from the poem “O Where are You Going?” by W.H. Auden.
CONTEXT:

Two opposite forces are at work in the mind of a person heading towards his goal.
Negative forces are fear and uncertainty while the positive are courage and
determination. The poet says that the brave cannot be discouraged by destructive forces.

EXPLANATION:

The reader tries to frighten and restrain the rider from going ahead. The reader most
probably refers to an individual who does not take action immediately, but sits down and
does extensive research first. His excessive pondering over the possibilities that could
occur makes him paranoid. In turn, he is frightened by every small event that could occur.
He tells the rider that the valley through which he has decided to pass is a dangerous
place. If he continues his journey, he will have to undergo severe trials and tests. He adds
that the valley becomes deadly when the fire burns like furnaces. The reader stands for
the escapist, and the skeptical intellectual visualizes the birth of the new world as a fatal
valley. Moreover, the way is full of heaps of garbage and their stinking smell makes the
travellers mad. The pass proves to be a grave from where no one can return.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet has used tactile irmpge oi'“furnace’ ard the oltacioly image of “midden’ to add
to the terror generated by thg reqder|s [narrative:~ThelmietaphorOf grave is used to
highligiTt the deadiy-atura pf‘the.valley. Aititedation is used with fatal and furnaces, gap
and graiie| Thi'rhime schelrie in'thase-fines is ABCB.

= P.IF':;S.IE_'.’; {

“0 do you imagine,” said fearer to farer, (1 Time)
“That dusk will delay on your path to the pass,

Your diligent looking discover the lacking

Your footsteps feel from granite to grass?”
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EXPLANATION:

The second stanza begins with the reader and rider now beirgadiressec’ as feqrar aria
farer. This change in names elaborates or} taeir.paishnalitizs \aad “verifies thai-a reader
does indeed refer to somearie who thinkstao rauch betore performing an action, for now,
he is beina referred to as tearer. /The rider i5 ri¢w weing-referred o as farer, once again
fortifyind that ke-is gzing ¢n an actia! iourricy. The reader, or the fearer now warns of
how th¢ fail cfidusk viil! cause Fimi delays in his journey as there will be no lighting in
the wild| He aish vyaras or how his comfortable lifestyle will change completely, and he

il havets Tive with the bare minimum. “Your footsteps change from granite to grass’ is
ine line in the poem which makes the nature of the poem obvious. The fear of shifting
from granite to grass clearly shows the fear of losing comfort and facing challenges.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The visual sense is made ineffective due to darkness while the tactile sense is evoked in
the phrase ‘feel from granite to grass.” Alliteration is used with dusk and dawn, path and
pass. The rhyme scheme in these lines is ABCB.

LINES 9-12

“O what was that bird,” said horror to hearer,
“Did you see that shape in the twisted trees?
Behind you swiftly the figure comes softly,
The spot on your skin is a shocking disease?”

EXPLANATION:

The third stanza consists of the fearer who is now being addressed as the horror that the
reader will encounter on his journey. This stanza is slightly comical as it exaggerates the

fears of the horror. The horror is trying to create fear of strange things in-the mind.of iite X

rider. It tells him about a bird and a ghostly form hidden in the-t el [t alsh says| tna’r s
phantom will approach him quickly and Juittlv. Mordover, l¢thals blois o1, th & hearer’s
body are the indication of some fataidisease. 1, is\ngtural that eyil'is always afraid of the
success of aoodness. The riegativ: Fo|f:= Uses ¢l n.uan& {c-discourage virtue from taking
any act |o-n It rT"‘-"eS al'—nﬁr ts to dus »ueun virue from right path.

CRITIC‘_AQ_ &’&?_‘:_(‘_L&TIQ \I

“Tae words like ‘bird’, ‘shape’ and ‘figure’ evoke the visual sense and heighten the terror
generated by the fearer. Sibilance is seen in this stanza with the words; swiftly, softly,
spot, skin, shocking. The constant use of the letter ‘s’ brings on a sense of dread for the
person reading the poem and extends on the anxiety felt by the fearer. The rhyme scheme
in these lines is ABCB.
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LINES 13-16

“Out of this house” - said rider to reader, C T (3 Times)
“Yours never will” - said farer to fearer, _
“They’re looking for you” — said hearer (0 horrey,
As he left them there, as he left trem the;a.

EXPLANATICN! |

Ting last starizalis 2 shitt from the questioning and worrying of the reader, to the reply of

e ¥ dse. “Tie rider clearly shrugs off all the worries of the reader and tells the reader to
icave him alone, that the rider never will succeed in life. Right before setting off on his
journey the rider states ‘they’re looking for you’, stating that these creatures he fears are
looking for him. He could be trying to make the reader firmer in his anxiety as a
punishment for over-thinking. ‘As he left them there’ is repeated twice, and it draws
attention to its meaning and shows that this is the main lesson of the story. All the people
who fear and question too much miss the chance to get ahead in life, while the rider
progresses. In the last lines of the stanza, the positive psychological forces depart as the
determined person does not pay any heed to their evil intentions and discouraging
schemes.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet reminds us that taking action immediately is the surest route to success. Auden
condemns the ideology of sitting and worrying constantly about things we are unaware
of. Auden uses the literary devices of hyperbole, sibilance, and alliteration to emphasize
his points. The rhyme scheme in these lines is ABCB

TEXTBOOK EXERCISE|

Q.1 What kind of feelings does the poet create in the minds of his readers? OR (1 Time)
What types of feelings does the poet create in the minds of the reader in the poem

“O Where are You Going?”? (A Time) =+,

Determination and Steadfastness \

Ans. The poet creates feelings of fearlessness, detarminaiior, and stwifcsh(ss a:!e L'eames a
spirit of courage into the-minds ‘af the-icadzrs. |z greates feelings of manliness and
hopefulness in the minds of his ieud er 3| The tope o*F *he Coem'is drimatic and the thought
has bern 2P esqer‘ Hﬁeﬂy '

Q.2 Howdc ygu foe-l cftar renr’l.ug the poem? OR
~, What d¢, yow fetafter reading the poem “O Where are You Going?”? (1 Time)
WY

Great Achievement is Possible
Ans. After reading the poem, we feel that courage, fortitude and determination lead us to our
goal. A cowardly person dies every moment, while a fearless person paves his way
through hardships. We learn that great achievement is possible only for those who can
discard intellectualism and over-thinking, and set out with courage and determination.
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Q3

Ans.

::,../‘_

AnNSs.

Q5

AnNSs.

Q.1

Ans.

0.2+

Ans.

What does the title of the poem signify? OR

What does the title of the poem “O Where are You Going?” signifv?2.SR. (7 Times),
Signify the title ‘O Where are You Going?’ | L (L Tire

A esling of Fear \

The title of.the poem sigaities & Teeling of iear,-Uncaitainty and-insecurity. The title
seems {0 Bugyestiiat semione is cailing.a tracller to make him aware of the dangers on
his way! t¢ ais, dlectination. The title-seems to be an old way of warning someone against
hazzids. |

| ‘:‘Jrlte down the rhyming words in the poem.

Rhyming Words
The rhyming words in the poem are as follows:
Burn, Return; Pass, Grass; Trees, Disease; Reader, Fearer. The function of rhyme in
poetry is to establish structure while creating a beautiful symmetry among a poem's
verses. In the ages before the written word, rhyme also assisted with memorization, a role
it still performs today.

Explain the third stanza of the poem in your own words.

See EXPLANATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM PAST PAPERS

How does the reader frighten the rider? OR (6 Times)
Describe any two dangers in the valley ‘O Where are You Going?’ OR (2 Times)
What did the reader tell the rider about the valley? OR (1 Time)
How does the reader try to frighten the rider? OR (1 Time)

What three dangers does the reader mention in the first stanza of the poem “O
Where are You Going?”?

The Reader Frighsens the Ridei™ - ) | /7, -
The reader tries to frighten_the ri'Jé:r. but_fails. [ H2 w'val_*l.:s thit a valley zeyond is full of
dangers that will burn hiny th dezill. 'He @rls that hzaps of ¢ung and rubbish lie on his
journey-atiead, whose-sae, smel vil| sicken-hini. He-Says that there will come a huge gap
that wiikarove fo be the riag)’s| grave

VWinialt kinal(f nadi the rider is? (3 Times)

WY

A Determined Person
The rider is a determined person. He is brave, steadfast and resolute. He is not
discouraged or demoralized by the warnings of the reader. He leaves the fearer along
with his fears behind and moves on to his destination.
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Q.3

Ans.

Q.4

Ans.

Q.5

Ans.

Q.6

Ans.

Q.7

Ans.

-\..I

What sort of message do you get from the poem “O Where are You Going?” OR

(2 FHmes)
Which philosophy of life has been presented in the pnoeii “(.) Wiherelare Yoa
Going?”? ) \ [ L ULTime)

Over-Thinking Causes'Us o Lose
The pogir pred ict; the, fate hurnenity-suffers due to indecisiveness and not taking action.
Audan yses| pondéring. gue stions to show us that over-thinking causes us to lose new

opportunities-ana titerally leave us behind. The poem presents a great philosophy of life

“tha taking action immediately is the surest route to success.

How does the horror try to frighten the hearer in the poem, “O Where are You
Going?”? (1 Time)

Horror Tries to Frighten Hearer
The horror tries to frighten the hearer by telling him how even birds can be deadly
creatures. He tells the hearer that some weird shape in the twisted trees will frighten him
to death. A ghostly figure will chase the hearer quietly and attack him unawares. He
warns the hearer that a mark will appear on his skin which will be the indication of a
shocking disease.

What sort of poem “O Where are You Going?” is? (1 Time)

Form of a Ballad
The poem is written in the form of a ballad which predicts the fate humanity suffers due
to indecisiveness. It consists of four stanzas, all of which are quatrains alternating
between two voices. We hear a conversation between a man of action and a man who
fears going forward in life. The poem follows the ABCB rhyme scheme.

What does the horror say about the spot on the hearer’s skin? (1 Time)

A Horrible Disease
The horror says that the spot on the heater(s skin wiii~de tnt, ir fll('aflo I Of THaTRDIe
disease. He tries to frighten.the he 1rer in_orde) o 1<enp him, fiora going te- 4is destination.
He employs different psycwoLoc"\, J ta:Hcr 1 share th! e lmw Ilc"=.ro M /moving ahead.

What ¢ tne'rh,aner ehi 113 l-]'del’ﬁ*#nd for? OR (1 Time)

Whom ilog thhe, reader f'e.,rrr";-sent? (1 Time)
Hew|will ypu Citfcrentiate the rider from the reader? (1 Time)

Entirely Different Characters
The reader stands for a passive and inactive person while the rider stands for an explorer
and adventurer. The reader only sits and ponders imaginary hazards. He lacks courage
and determination. The rider, on the other hand, wants to change the old patterns and
create a new world. The two are entirely different characters.
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Q.8

Ans.

Q.10

Ans.

Q.11

Ans.

How does the rider shake off the superstitions and dangers? (1 Time)

On the Basis of Clarity
The rider shakes off the superstitions and fiaihgers on-tlig nasis, ef s Jar iy of fis=Aiind.
He leaves the imaginary hazards Hehind-2ad'rhoes on, tc, his destinativis= The negative
forces whlsper into his hezrt absul The 'Jossnble dahcerg. out the'ricer discards them right
away ane ‘ncves aheag.

Why dces the P'_or_ru_r ."e“n_fr'.d <hé hearer of the shape in twisted trees? (1 Time)

A - To Scare the Traveller

i he horror reminds the hearer of a ghostly shape in the twisted trees that will attack him.
He warns the hearer that a weird shape will frighten him to death. He employs different
psychological tactics to scare the traveller from moving ahead.

How does the rider answer to the reader at the end? (1 Time)

Fears Look for the Fearer
The rider answers to the reader to get lost, saying that fears always look for the fearer.
The last stanza is a shift from the questioning and worrying of the reader to the reply of
the rider. The rider clearly shrugs off all the warnings of the reader and tells him to leave
him alone.

What is meant by the phrase “When furnaces burn”? (1 Time)

Scorching Heat of the Sun
The phrase “When furnaces burn” refers to the scorching heat of the sun in the valley.
The reader warns the rider that the valley becomes deadly when the fire burns like
furnaces. The reader stands for the escapist who visualizes the birth of the new world as a
fatal valley.

MCQS FOR PRACTICE

Who wrote the poem, “O Where are You Going?”?

(a) A.E. Housman _(c) W.H. Davies [ L
(b) W.H. Auden i ('J) Robeit Graves! ., | [ &, 10—
Therideris by thewordse of thf reader.y o0 ' -
(a) discouraged AYFAR! (c) \ine .e(_:'f'ed
(b) guigiegh, | Y AL A imisied
That vagiay i | () \when furnatss-burn.
(@) beautifur, L4 LN N L (c) deep
Fopavfuy (L (d) fatal
| | %Wzt ind of odours are there in the valley?
(@) pleasant (c) fascinating
(b) intoxicating (d) maddening
What kind of trees are mentioned in the poem?
(a) tall (c) twisted
(b) limbless (d) shady
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6. The reader wants to the rider.
(@) inform
(b) reassure

7. The poem highlights the importasce of | | -
(@) riding
(b) courage-

(c) guide

8. That gar 15 the grave v hore Rturs.

(a) the tall _ A (c) riders
= (), ftle cowadivi (d) mountaineers

9.\ | Wheréiste rider going?

D (a) to the valley () to a big city
(b) to the woods

10.  That valley is fatal when burn.
(@) trees (c) woods

(b) furnaces (d) bushes

ANSWER KEY

(d) discourage

(&) Indesisian
. (d) wraveting

(d) to an unknown destination

1.|B|2 |C|3|D|4|D|5|C|6|D|7|B D|10.|B
SYNONYMS FROM PAST PAPERS
1. That valley is fatal. (8 Times)
(@) beautiful (b) green (c) vital (d) disastrous
(@) deadly (b) charming (c) lush green (d) dirty
(@) deep (b) dark (c) deadly (d) delightful
2. Your diligent looking discover the lacking. (7 Times)
(@) lazy (b) intelligent (c) hardworking (d) quick
(a) fast (b) careful (c) cruel (d)-sad
(@) timely (b) lazy _{c) meticulous (d)easy.. !
3. Yonder’s the midden whosé odnu:“':;'vvill .“'."ai‘_derw. R (7 Times)
(@) filth-. ¢ _Asyflower (c) plant- (d) shrub
(@) peaic= | 1\ T () Gungills ~(c) summit (d) ground
(a) shrup SRR (0) plast (c) flower (d) filth
o (@ piessire - 7(b) effect (c) fragrance (d) bad smell
i

ANSWER KEY

1. | DIAIC | 2. | C/B/C | 3. | A/B/D/ID
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-~

10.

MORE SYNONYMS FOR PRACTICE

Yonder’s the midden whose odours will madden.
(a) wonders ) (c) smells
(b) tastes (4 sceries,

Oh do o Tinagine, said-feaicr o Faver,' '
(@) travetielr ¢ T . (c) teacher

(b) priest Y ' ) (d) shopkeeper
L TVhatistiaat shape in the twisted trees?

{a) knotty (c) fair

(b) thin (d) boughless

The spot on your skin is a shocking disease.

(@) slight (c) minor

(b) pleasing (d) horrible

Your footsteps feel from granite to grass.

(a) bud (c) bloom

(b) fruit (d) stone

“That dusk will delay on your path to the pass,

(@) mist (c) dust storm

(b) frost (d) nightfall

“That dusk will delay on your path to the pass,

(@) linger (c) prompt

(b) quicken (d) spoil

Yonder’s the midden whose odours will madden,

(@) near (c) here

(b) beyond (d) across

Your diligent looking discover the lacking. _

(a) near - L (0) missing,

(b) difference . o (d)aburderice

The vaiiey i¢ fatalwiien furriacés burir,

(@overs | Loy TR ~(c) weeds

(b) trunks | 4L - (d) twigs

RN ANSWER KEY

1. |C |2 |[A|3|Al4 |D|5|D|6.|D|7.|A]S8

10.
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