Poem 20

In Broken Images

Robert Graves

He is quick, thinking in clear images;
| am slow, thinking in broken imayes.
He becomes duli;-1isiing to his Ciear imédec,

| become sharp raisirystiriy rayibrokeniir néges‘.

Taust g hisdmages. ne-assumes their relevance;

Nlistusting my images, | question their relevance.

Assuming their relevance, he assumes the fact;
Questioning their relevance, | question the fact.

When the fact fails him, he questions his senses;

When the fact fails me, | approve my senses.

He continues quick and dull in his clear images;
| continue slow and sharp in my broken images.
He in a new confusion of his understanding;

I in a new understanding of my confusion.
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assumes | (S} pose, undertake, trusting ¢/ | believing, accepting
imagine,

images =1+ | ideas, symbols, views | relevance =3k | connection, application
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In Broken Images Book-Ill Plays & Poems

EXPLANATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT
LINES1-4

He is quick, thinking in clear images;

I am slow, thinking in broken imag?s.

He becomes dull, trusting to his ciear imaues;

I become sharp, raistrustivig my roken images

REFERENCE!

ek TindsHave been taken from the poem “In Broken Images” by Robert Graves.

ICOI\ITEXT:

We should not live a dull and confused life by taking things for granted or by accepting
facts without questioning their relevance. True understanding of things comes by
avoiding hasty conclusions.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes two persons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
of life. One is quick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The quick one takes the
things in haste and thinks that he has grasped them well while the slow one thinks that his
concepts are still unclear and need clarification. The poet discusses the condition of both
the persons logically and systematically. He says that the quick one trusts ideas and
concepts hastily, without raising any question. So, he learns little. He loses his interest
and becomes dull. While the poet feels that he still needs to understand concepts. So his
inquisitive attitude makes him sharp and precise with the passage of time.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.

LINES 5-8

Trusting his images, he assumes their relevance; -, y [ | :
Mistrusting my images, | question their retevance, B IEAR AR A
Assuming their relevance, he asstiines the-fact; ' 1 '

Questioning their relevance, I questiori the fadt.

EXPLANATION! | T

Thel|oet dbderias it persons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
| 5 otife o isquick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The poet says that his

J .. ‘v Eleiid trusts the images considering them relevant to the point. But the poet doubts the

concepts and his research and enquiry lead him to the fact. The sharp person thinks that
his findings are relevant. Therefore, he assumes the facts. He thinks that whatever he has
found is absolute truth. On the other hand, the poet challenges the relevancy of his
findings. He does a thorough research whether his results are correct or not, and reaches
the true understanding of things.
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CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal *No cOrtiAsting dtfitudles
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity 10 ronfusicn rings frasteation end uncaitainty,
while confusion to clarity brings sctisfacticn and enlighiteninent;,

LINES 9-12

When the fact iai:s hm helgues tlur g1is senses;

When: thie fal-t fails mé, 1 2pirove my senses.

IJe YA fities Auick and dull in his clear images;
| .\ cautiriue slow and sharp in my broken images.

EXPLANATION:

The poet describes two persons and their different approaches towards ideas and concepts
of life. One is quick and hasty while the other is slow and steady. The poet says when his
friend finds the fact opposite to what he has thought, he feels confused. He blames his
senses which could not grasp the fact properly. He suspects his understanding while the
poet feels enlightened because his inquisitive nature saves him from wrong conclusions.
So, in this way his approach towards understanding of things proves fruitful and reliable.
His inquisitive nature makes him sharper and wiser gradually.

CRITICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.

LINES 13-14

He in a new confusion of his understanding;
I in a new understanding of my confusion.

EXPLANATION: . A~ |

The poet concludes the pozit beautifullv-iiiat the quickignc oyei-canfident person blames
his senses that have led hiin to/w. cng Inilerstendiag, He ragiets the' poor journey of his
understariding whiie-ine poet ernails slow putisteady and inquisitive. He finds solution
to his Zoniusin,(and, 1ze: S\ eramd onid satisfied. He appreciates his senses. The poet
conveys thaimagsage that.2-person should be inquisitive and quizzical towards the images

Y (n‘ 1ifk. Inquiisitrve fiature opens new horizons of understanding.

Y J' (R TICAL APPRECIATION:

The poet employs juxtaposition of opposite words to reveal two contrasting attitudes
towards ideas and concepts of life: clarity to confusion brings frustration and uncertainty,
while confusion to clarity brings satisfaction and enlightenment.
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Q.1

Ans.

Q2

ANS.

Q.3

Ans.

Q.4

Ans.

TEXTBOOK EXERCISE|

What is the state of the two persons — one who trusts clear images ina-the othier v/io!
mistrusts the broken images? _ -

Cing Sharzandthe Qther Dull |
A person who trusts clear imqges /ends Up, in corifusion. ©n'the othier hand, a person who
mistrustshisbroksiv-yimages dues-not gat coiifusea:Clarity to confusion brings frustration

and unczrteingy, wiile\coniusicrito elarity orings satisfaction and enlightenment.
\ivhy| dos a|perseh guestion his senses when the facts fail him? (4 Times)

- He Trusts Images Blindly

A person questions his senses when the facts fail him because he trusts his images
blindly. He assumes facts without questioning their relevance. He does not use his senses
and faculties of mind to reach true understanding of things. A person should be
inquisitive rather than a blind believer.

Who is in a new confusion of his understanding? (1 Time)

Who Assumes Facts Blindly
A person is in a new confusion of his understanding when he assumes facts blindly and
without questioning their relevance. The poet wants to say that facts and images need to
be broken and mistrusted in order for one to have fresh understanding of things.

What is the moral lesson/theme of the poem, ‘In Broken Images”? OR

What does the poet want to convey in the poem “In Broken Images”? (4 Times)
OR

What conclusion does the poet draw in the last two lines of the poem, ‘In Broken

Images’? OR

What is the result/benefit of broken images? (2 Times)

Avoid Hasty Conclusions
The poet says that we should not live a dull and confused life by taking things for granted
or by assuming facts without questioning their relevance. True understanding of things
comes through research and avoiding hasty conclusions.

MCQS FROM PAST PAPERS|EEan

The poet is becauseiié thinkatn brokenlimages, | \ '\ \ ] | (1 Time)

(@) quick (b) slow/ \ {c) shap. | - tg) intelligent
[1.]B |

MORE MCQS FOR PRACTICE

The quick person thinks in
(@) clear images (c) vague images
(b) dreary images (d) dull images
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2.

The poet becomes sharp, mistrusting his

(a) quick images (c) wise images

(b) broken images (d) clear images

The poet mistrusts his images and —their relevance. -

(a) accepts (p)ust '

(b) questions (() prai,es-

Who is in a new understammg o1 his cenfusien® | '

(a) onewhip trusts wis images (2):oire'who mistrusts hIS images
(b) onexithn Ketieves Elindiy, | . (d) one who understands life
Who wioig the pee n, “n Broken Images”?

& TS Elin; (c) Charles Perrault

R Crdichoison (d) Robert Graves

ANSWER KEY

[1.]AJ2 [B]3.[BJ]4]C]5]D]

SYNONYMS FROM PAST PAPERS
Trusting his image, he assumes their relevance. (3 Times)
(@) undertakes (b) prefers (c) shows (d) thinks
(@) poses (b) retires (c) proves (d) argues
ANSWER KEY|
MORE SYNONYMS FOR PRACTICE

I become sharp, mistrusting my broken images.

(@) believing (c) verifying
(b) exploring (d) doubting
He in a new confusion of his understanding;
(@) ruin (c) rage
(b) clarity (d) puzzlement
Mistrusting my images, | question their relevance;
(a) connections (c) effectiveness [ - -
(b) security N \d) surr.u,ss " AN [ © O
When the fact fails him, he qyf’*lor. s Nig s’-:n.?us, A
(a) approves _ YA (C)\liegates
(b) truéts! |\ T YN —Uj doubts
When fucts\fail\mbe, || Apsrove my senses.
& _(Ie)'-;;up_ncrt- - (c) reject
| s elea (d) highlight

ANSWER KEY]

|1.[D[2 [D|3[AJ4[D]|5[A]
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