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(9 ) Freedom
~— Langston Hughes (1901-1967)
UNIT
KLearning Outcomes: \

By the end of this unit, the students will be able to:

e ask and answer questions fora range of communicative
« commentonimplied meaning, e.g. writer's viewpoint, rela
¢ identify rhyme schemes and figurative language in poen
¢ evaluate different points of view (e.g., first-perso

author's point of view or purpose in a text. criti hors distinguish their position
from that of others.

e demonstrate command of the conventions of sta english cap n, punctuation,
and spelling when writing in different varieties of texts. observe hyp nventions

produce legible work that shows t r pelling of the tions of punctuation and

capitalization.
» usetheaspectoftime correc nd writing.
» develop precis writing skills and write precis effectiyvely.
e use summary skills to@bje ive summa the given text and poems.
L v
Pre-r di@

at do you think this poem will be about?
r something else?
frustrated? Why?

About the Poet
James Mercer Langston Hughes (1902-1967) was an influential American poet, social activist,
novelist, playwright, and columnist. He was a leading figure of the Harlem Renaissance, a
cultural movement in the 1920s that celebrated African American culture. Hughes often wrote
about the struggles, desires, and aspirations of Black Americans, emphasising themes such as
racial identity, injustice, and the quest for freedom. His works express a powerful sense of
dignity, pride, and hope in the face of adversity.
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Freedom will not come Literary Devices
today, this year Metaphor: Hughes compares
nor ever freedom to a strong seed,
through compromise and fear. symbolising growth, and contrasts it
with "tomorrow's bread,” highlighting
| have as much right that freedom cannot be delayed.
as the other fellow has Enjambment: Continuous lines

to stand create a sense of urgency, pushing

on my two feet the reader without pause.
and own the land. Alliteratis epeated consonant
sounds,addy m and musicality,

| tire so of hearing people say, motional impact.

let things take their course. gRepetition: The frequent use of
Tomorrow (s another day. om” emphasises its importance
| do not need my freedom when I'm dead. he speaker’ desire forit.
| cannot live on tomorrow’s bread.

Freedom freedom More ta
Is a strong seed read i

] E

planted
in a great need.
| live here, ta@,, “Pursuit
| want my-freedom passive attitudes of others, stressing
Justas you. :ch.
Structure ofthe Poem

'Freedom' by Langston Hughes is a five-stanza poem that is separated into uneven sets of
lines. The first and fourth staﬁw%ave four lines (making them quatrains), the second and
third have five (they're quintains) and the final stanza has only three lines (making it a tercet).
The poem is written in free-verse but there are some examples of rhyme within it. For instance,
“fear” and "year” in stanza one and “stand” and “land” in stanza two. These rhymes are used to
emphasize certain lines and make sure the reader is paying close attention to how the lines
work together.The Irregular Line Alignment in the poem (with lines staggered or indented in
places) reflects a visual manifestation of the poem's theme of struggle. This structure can
represent the irregular, uneven path towards achieving freedom. It may also create a sense of
disruption or tension, echoing the disjointed and often difficult process of gaining social,
political, and personal liberty.
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Theme
The central theme of Freedom is the urgent, unwavering demand for immediate freedom

and
passi

equality. Langston Hughes emphasises that freedom cannot be achieved through
vity, compromise, or deferred promises. The poem reflects the frustration of those

denied their rights and highlights the need for active resistance against injustice. It also

nots

KGlossary: \

Words Meaning

explores the idea of universal equality, asserting that freedom is a fundamental right for all, I

omething to be postponed or earned over time.

bread

a type of food made from flour, wat sually yeast mixed
together and baked
(old-fashioned, slang) mon

compromise | an agreement made between

eople or groupsin which each

happy at the end
course to move o
fear the bad fee in danger or when a

fellow

tire

KRead ]
A.

1

1

particular thing fri
used escribe somebo o is the'same as you in some way,
the e situation

el as.if youwant to sleep or rest; to make

Answer the following@uestions:

Whose perspective is the poem written from? How does this perspective
influence the poem's message?

How does Langston Hughes criticise those who believe in gradual change for
freedom?

Why does the poet reject the idea of “tomorrow's bread"?

Do you agree with the poet's view that freedom should not be postponed? Why
or why not? Support your answer with examples.

If you were in the poet's position, how would you express your demand for
freedom? Write a short paragraph.
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6. In the first stanza, Hughes states that freedom will not come through
"compromise and fear” Why do you think the poet uses these words specifically?
What might this say about his opinion on the current political or social climate at
the time the poem was written?

7. The poem includes several contrasts between the speaker's view on freedom
and the more passive stance of others (e.g., “Let things take their course”). How
does this contrast add to the power of the speaker's argument for immediate

action?

8. Find an example of repetition, enjambment, and aphor in the poem.
Explain how each of these literary devices contti to/the overall meaning
and impact of the poem.

B. Read the following statement and tell whe u agree with it. Provide
two examples from the poem to support answer.

"Hughes uses direct language and st gery to clearly oppose the idea of
waiting for freedom. His words do,not sug egotiation d immediate
action.”

C. Choose the correct opti

1. The poet suggests t
a. Patience and pers
c. Courage an
The speaker ¢

h question.
cannot be aghiev

: must be experienced now, not in the future.
d. To highlight the impertance of patience.
4. What is the effect of the Wrst-person perspective in the poem?
a. It creates a sense of distance.
b. It makes the poem impersonal.
c. It allows the poet to speak for a group while expressing personal feelings.
d. It focuses on the lives of others, not the poet.
5. Which of the following best describes the tone of the poem?
a. Humorous and light. b. Calm and accepting.
¢. Urgent and demanding. d. Mysterious and suspenseful.

103 )



a _4—‘

D. Complete the following statements using information from the poem.
According to the poet, freedom will not come through
The poet is tired of hearing people say, .
The metaphor “Freedom is a strong seed"” suggests that freedom is
The poet cannot live on “tomorrow's bread” because
The speaker wants freedom because

KVocabulary and Grammarm

A. Read the following sentences and use conte c@determine the

meaning of the underlined word. Then, sglect most appropriate
definition from the options.
0] d

vk oo

1. The scientist conducted an exhaustive te change.

a) brief b) thorough %plete d) limited

2. The manager's meticulous attentign to detaig€nsured the as completed
without any errors.

a) careless b) careful c) quick
3. The novel was intricat i w rous characlers a
X Ab

a) simple b) co

) indifferent
ping storylines.
d) predictable

transition from the old version

4, The new softwarqupdate is'Sgamless, makfhg t
effortless. &
a) smooth ult ) broken d) incomplete
the

5. The teadyer’ observatiopgdu ss discussion helped clarify many
complex cOpce™E
a) ignokan b) observan ) confused d) inattentive

B. Read the follow ragraph and correct any errors related to
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and hyphenation.

she went to the store to buy too kilos of apples and to dozen bananas it was a lovely day but
she forgot her shopping list when she returned home she found out that she had bought
the wrong items how could i be so careless she thought
Aspects of Time
Aspects of time refer to the different ways actions or events are viewed in relation to
time. They show whether an action is completed, ongoing, habitual, or has been
happening over a period of time. The aspects are primarily expressed through the use of
verb tenses, which indicate when an action occurs and how it relates to time.
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There are four main aspects of timein English:
1. Simple Aspect: Describes actions or states that are general, habitual, or
completed at a specific time.

¢ PresentSimple: Describes general truths, habits, and routines.
Example: She reads books every day.

e Past Simple: Describes completed actions that occurred at a specific
time in the past.
Example: They visited Quetta last summer.

o Future Simple: Describes actions that will ogcurif the future.
Example: | will travel to Karachi next month.

2. Progressive (Continuous) Aspect: The progressivaiaspect emphasizes actions
that are ongoing or in progress at a certairpaihtinstime. It is formed using the
verb "to be" + present participle (-ingform).

¢ Present Progressive: Describés-acﬁ&ns happening,right now or around
the present moment. i
Example: Sheis readingabook.

e Past ProgressiveyDeseribes actions that weFeshappening at a specific
moment in the past.
Example: | was working when the phene rang,

o FutureyProgressive: Describes action$..that ‘will be in progress at a
specific peintin the future.
Exafnpledl willbe traveling at this tirfle tomorrow.

3. Perfect, Aspect: The perfectfaspect expresses actions that are completed
relative toianother time.

« Present Perfect. Desefibes gttions that happened at an unspecified
time in the past butare stillfelevant now.

Example: Shethas finished her homework.

« Past Perfect: Describes actions that were completed before another
action in the past.

Example: They had left before | arrived.

o Future Perfect: Describes actions that will be completed by a certain
pointin the future.

Example: By next week, | will have finished the project.

4. Perfect Progressive Aspect: The perfect progressive aspect is used to
describe actions that were happening in the past, are happening in the
present, or will be happening in the future, but with a focus on the
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duration or ongoing nature of the action.

» Present Perfect Progressive: Describes actions that started in the
pastand are still ongoing or recently finished, with an emphasis on
duration.

Example: | have been studying for two hours.

« Past Perfect Progressive: Describes actions that were ongoing in

the past and had continued up until another pointin the past.

Example: She had been waiting for a r before the train
arrived.
« Future Perfect Progressive: Describe that will have been
ongoing up until a certain pointinth
Example: By next month, | will-ha en working here for five
years.
C. Read the sentences below and correctafly mistakes o the use of
time aspects.

1. Bythetimehearrives, | ha
2. Shewill be work at the office
3. Theyhave been finis
4
5

| was studying nyou
She will have b iving in Pakistan

<

wering the following questions.
o Useclear, precise language and maintain formal tone.
e Providedetailed and thoughtful responses.
Questions:
1. Inthe poem "Freedom," Hughes speaks of a desire forimmediate freedom. Why
do you think he rejects the idea of waiting?
2. Do you agree with Hughes that freedom cannot be achieved through
compromise and fear? Why or why not?
3. Hughes uses strong imagery in the poem, such as "freedom is a strong seed."
What does this metaphor suggest about the nature of freedom?
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4. Ifyouwere living in the time when Hughes wrote this poem, how would you feel
about his message? Would you support his perspective?

5. The poem criticises passive acceptance of injustice. Can you think of a situation
today where this message is still relevant? Explain.

6. How does the poet's use of direct language and repetition make his message
more powerful?

7. Imagine you are a person who believes in waiting for freedom. How would you
respond to Hughes' argument?

8. How would you explain the poem's message to somgonewho has never read it?

9. Do you think the concept of freedom Hughes presefits is still relevant today?
Why?

10. If you were to add one more stanza to the péem,,what message would you
include?

X writing skills 2§

Summary and Precis
Both summary and precis ipolvé condensing a longer piece ofwiiting into a shorter
form. However, there are key differencesin their puggose, stru€ture, and approach.

» Summary: The purpose ©f a summary is£0 bm;;gyide a brief overview of the main
ideas or pointsiof a text while retainimg the ofiginal meaning. It includes the
essential information but omits unnécessary details.

» Precis: The purpgse of a precis is t@ condense the original text into a shorter,
more EE&‘r?l_g;i‘é?’é'-f@ﬁr‘h, maintaining the atithof's tone, style, and emphasis. A precis
alsefacuses.on reducing thelength while preserving the core message, but it is
generally even more cofiéise than astimmary.

Comparisornrof Summafy_and,f’recii

Aspect Summary Precis

Purpose To provide a brief overview | To present the essential meaning of
of the main ideas or points | the text in a condensed form,
of a text. maintaining the author's tone.

Length Generally longer, More concise, around one-
around one-third of the fourth to one-fifth of the original
original text. text.

Content Covers the main ideas and | Focuses on the essential meaning
important points of the text. | without unnecessary details.
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Style and Neutral, may use simpler Retains the author’s original tone

Tone language. and style.

Structure Follows the structure of the | Organised in a clear, logical flow but
original text. may not strictly follow the original

sequence.

Objectivity | Remains objective, without | Remains objective, without personal
personal opinions. opinions.

Language May use slightly different Stays closer tauthe language of the
words for clarity. origi

Focus Provides a general Empha /, precision, and
understanding of the text. con€isene

Application | Used for summarising ademic writing, note-

Used »
chapters, articles, or reports{’| takingpand exams where
ongiseness is crligial.

A. Read the poem "Freedom'@ly Langston Hughes ca
1. Write asummary of the poemii rown words.
2. Write a precis of the poe @ 3
Instructions:
« Ensureyoursummary is ateund one-thir
* Your precis sh be even more co

poem's leng
« Do in @ y personal

Explain the follo

| have as much right

as the other fellow has
to stand

on my two feet

and own the land.

ns or ipterpretations in your summary or

of the poem.

eference to the context.

—— 113



	Chapter 9, Eng 11.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9


