Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, the students will be able to:

The Road Not Taken

Robert Frost

® ask and answer questions of personal relevance,
information and a variety of communicative
purposes.
® summarise complex concepts, processes, or
information by paraphrasing them using correct
language structure, transitional devices, own words
and relevant punctuation marks.
® make inferences to draw conclusions. from, e.g:
contextual information, writer's viewpoint, implied
information
@ interpret and integrate information from a.variety of Pre-reading
sources for comprehension (e.g., maps, graphs,
charts, diagrams) #® What does the phrase
; "taking the road less
#® construct sentences Using the sentence patterns and traveled” mean to
structures. you? Do you think it's
@ construct complex sentences and paragraphs using important to make
main and subordinate clauses with appropriate unique or
transitional devices and correct punctuation. unconventional
\ ) ) ) choices in life? Why or
@ ‘examine the mechanics of developing a book review. why not?
¥ write a book review report. Have you ever faced a
W develop precis writing skills. Write precis effectively. situation where you
) ) had to make a difficult
#@ use paraphrasing skills to paraphrase a poem. decision? How did
® use summary skills to write an objective summary of you choose between
the given text and poems. different options, and
what did that decision
mean for you later?
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Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both
And be one traveler, long | stood
And looked down one as far as | could
Towhereit bentin the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black. {What does thé speaker fean by ﬁ
Oh, | kept the first for another day! doubted if I'should ever come back"?
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, \
| doubted if | should ever come back.

| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:\
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |_> @hat is the significance of the speakerj
| took the one less traveled by, choosing "the one less traveled by"?

And that has made all the difference.

P

The theme of "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost centers around choices and the
consequences of thase choices in life. The poem explores the idea that decisions, whether
big or §mall; shape our futures in the ways we may not always understand at the time. It
reflects on the tension between the desire to take an unconventional path (the "road less
traveled") and the realization that every choice leads to a different outcome.

It also delves into regret and reflection, as the speaker wonders how their life might have
been different if they had made the other choice, while ultimately recognizing that the

L choices we make define us in unique ways.
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-3 Glossary

Words Meanings

ages a very long time

diverged split or branched off




doubted felt uncertain about

perhaps maybe, uncertainty

trodden walked on

sigh a deep breath expressing emotion

undergrowth thick growth of bushes and small trees under larger trees
worn used or damaged from being used

Reading and Critical Thinking

‘A’ Answer the following questions: )
-

Where does the speaker find himself at the beginning of the poem?
Why does the speaker feel sorry for he cannot travel both roads?
How does the speaker describe the two roads?

What does the speaker mean when hesays, "doubted, if he should ever
come back"?

0000

Why do you think the speaker savesthefirst road for another day?

00

What emotions does the speaker express when he imagines telling this
story "ages and ages hence"?

Choose the correct option. ‘

Where does the road diverge?

a. forest b. desert
c. mountain d. river
e What colour is the wood described in the poem?
a. green b. yellow
C. red d. brown

e What emotion does the speaker feel about not travelling both roads?

a. joy b. sorry

C. anger d. fear
0 Which road did the speaker eventually take?

a. busier b. clearer

C. less-traveled d. longer
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‘ What covers the roads in the morning?

a. mud b. leaves

C. snow d. water
‘ What does the speaker doubt he will do?

a. return b. travel

C. dream d. rest

‘ What type of journey does the road represent?
a. physical b. emotional
C. virtual d. imaginary
‘ What is the speaker doing when he chooses the road?
a. rushing b. deciding
C. running d. meditation

‘ What does the speaker predict he will do in the future?

a. laugh b. sigh

C. shout d. forget
( The two roads symbolize choicesin . .

a. nature b. stories

C. life d. history

é LC Explain with reference to the context. )

And both thatmorning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, Tkept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if I should ever come back.

Summarizing complex concepts, processes, or information means
restating important ideas in a simpler, shorter form by paraphrasing; using
your own words, correct sentence structure, transitional devices like however,
therefore, in addition, and proper punctuation to make the meaning clear,
accurate, and well-organized.



Example with reference to "The Road Not Taken" (Original idea): In "The
Road Not Taken," the speaker stands at a fork in a yellow wood, feeling
regretful that he cannot explore both paths. He chooses the less-traveled
road, knowing this decision will significantly shape his future, although he
stillwonders what might have happened if he had chosen differently.

Summarized in own words: In Robert Frost's poem, the speaker chooses
between two paths in a forest, realizing that his decision will shape his life,
even though he feels some uncertainty about the road not taken.

: ﬂ Answer the following questions with reference to the

summary information you have just read:

What choice does the speaker make in the poem? Explain in your own
words.

Why is it important to use your own words instead of copying the original

(1)
(2]
text when summarizing?
3/
(4]

Which punctuation markss help make ‘@ summary clearer and more
organized?

Summarize the speaker's emotions in two or three sentences, using
appropriate connectors.

Making inferences means using clues from contextual information, the
writer's viewpoint, and implied (unstated) information to draw logical
conclusjons.

It invelves “reading between the lines"; understanding something that is
suggestedbut not directly said.

Example (with reference to "The Road Not Taken"):

Text from the poem: "I shall be telling this with a sigh / Somewhere ages and
ages hence.”

Inference: The speaker feels some regret or nostalgia about the choice he
made, even though he says it made "all the difference." The poem does not
directly say he regrets his decision, but the word "sigh" and the reflective tone
suggest mixed feelings.



E  Answer the following questions:
4

1) What can you infer about the speaker's feelings toward his choice at the
end of the poem?

2) Whatdoesthe "sigh" imply about the speaker's emotions?

3) Based on the description of the two roads, what does the poet suggest
about life choices?

4 How does the writer's tone (serious, thoughtful) help you understand his
point of view?

5 What conclusion can you draw about the role of decisions in'shaping a
person's future, according to the poem?

Interpreting and integrating information from a variety of sources means
reading, understanding, and combining information ffom different formats like
maps, graphs, charts, and diagrams, to deepen comprehension of a topic.

Example (with reference to "The Road Not Taken"):
Imagine a diagram showing:
« Tworoadssplitting in a forést (one straight, one winding).
e Arrows showing "choices"leadingto different "outcomes."

Interpretation: The speaker had“to.make a decision between two seemingly
equal paths, and though.theylooked similar, the path he chose led to a unique
life experience.

Integration: By .combining the poem's text with the diagram, students better
understand that life decisions often seem small but have big impacts.

:‘ F ; Answer the following questions: JD

1) If you saw a map with two paths, one busy and one quiet, which path
would match the road the speaker chose? Why?

2 How could a flowchart help you understand the speaker's decision-
making process?

3  What symbols or images would you include in a diagram about the
poem's theme of choice?

4 If a graph showed "number of travelers” on each road, what would it
reveal about the speaker's choice?



5  Whyis it helpful to use both the poem and a visual (like a map or chart) to
understand the meaning more deeply?

%% Vocabulary and Grammar

Constructing sentences using sentence patterns and structures learnt in
earlier classes means creating complete and meaningful sentences by correctly
applying basic grammar rules such as subject-verb agreement, simple,
compound, and complex sentences, correct word order, punctuation, and
connectors. It shows that students can build clear, varied sentences based-on
their past learning.

Example:
Simple sentence: The speaker stood at the fork in the road.

Compound sentence: The speaker wanted to take both roads, but he«could only
choose one.

Complex sentence: Because the two roads looked equally worn, the speaker
found it hard to decide.

These sentences use correct structures and show an understanding of how
ideas can be connected logically.

Answer the following questions:

1 Canyou write asimple/sentence'describing where the speakeris in
the poem?

2 Create a compound sentence about the speaker's feelings when
choosing the road.

3 Write acomplex sentence using the word "because" to explain why
the speaker chose the road he did.

4 (\Canyoujoin two ideas from the poem using "but" or "although"?

5. Why is it important to use different types of sentences when

o ,
L Writing about a poem or story? )

Constructing complex sentences and paragraphs means combining a main
clause (complete idea) with one or more subordinate clauses (dependent ideas)
to create richer, more detailed writing. The students should also use transitional
devices such as because, although, however, therefore and correct punctuation
like commas, full stop, etc. to show relationships between ideas, at different
levels of complexity.

Example:

Complex sentence: Although both roads looked equally worn, the speaker chose 97 f
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the one he thought was less traveled.

Complex paragraph: /n "The Road Not Taken," the speaker faces a difficult
choice, since both paths seem equally inviting. Although he wishes he could
explore both, he understands he must choose only one. Therefore, he selects the
road that appears less worn, realizing that this decision might shape his life
forever.

Answer the following questions.

1 What is the difference between a main clause and a subordinate|
clause?

2 Write a complex sentence about the speaker's decision, using,
"because" as a connector.

3 Which transitional device could you use to show. a contrast
between the two roads?

4 Create a complex sentence that explains why'the speaker sighed in
the future.

5 Whyis it important to use different clauses and transitional words
when writing a paragraph?

%; Oral Communication Skills

\reference point.

“The Roads We Choose"

Pair up the students. Each student will ask their partner 3-5 questions
inspired by the poem's theme — about choices they have made or
important decisions in their lives. The students should listen carefully
and answer‘thoughtfully, giving reasons and personal examples. The
students'will ask and answer personal, meaningful questions related to
the theme of choices and decisions, using "The Road Not Taken" as a

J

Example Questions Students Can Use:

1

Have you ever faced two choices where you could only pick one? How
did you decide which "road" to take?

Did you ever wonder what would have happened if you chose
differently?

Do you usually choose the easy way or the more challenging path?

What is one decision that made a big difference in your life?



Writing Skills

Developing a book review involves analyzing and evaluating a book's content,
structure, and writing style, then summarizing your findings in a clear and
organized way. A well-written book review includes the following key
components:

a. Introduction: The title, author, and genre of the book, along with a brief
overview of the plot or central theme.

b. Summary: A concise description of the book's plot, characters; and
setting without revealing too much especially spoilers.

c. Analysis: An evaluation of the writing style, themes, ‘character
development, pacing, and emotional impact.

a. Opinion: Your personal response, including what you liked, what you
didn't like, and why.

b. Conclusion: A summary of your overall thoaughts, and a recommendation
to potential readers.

Book Review of The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost

Introduction: The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost is a classic poem that reflects
on life's choices and their consequences. This poem is widely studied for its deep
themes and lyrical style.

Summary: The speakefin the poem stands at a fork in the woods and must
decide between two paths, both of which seem equally appealing. He chooses
the less-traveled path, knowing that this decision will significantly shape his
future.

Analysis: Frost's use of imagery, such as the description of the "yellow wood,"
createsia vivid setting that enhances the feeling of contemplation. The poem's
simple yet powerful structure mirrors the significance of the decision the
speaker faces.

Opinion: | found the poem both thought-provoking and relatable. The
metaphor of life's choices resonates with anyone who has faced difficult
decisions. However, | think the speaker's sense of regret at the end detracts from
the hopeful message about embracing decisions.

For the
teacher

0
‘ | Encourage students to use full sentences and ask follow-up questions if possible.

Model a short example first with a student.

Remind them to listen respectfully and respond thoughtfully.

ss



Conclusion: Overall, The Road Not Taken is a poignant exploration of
decision-making. | recommend it to readers who enjoy reflective poetry and
are open to interpreting deeper meanings in simple language.

o Answer the following question on your own.

1 Whatare the key components of a well-written book review?

2 How does the analysis section of a book review differ from the
summary?

3 What makes agood personal opinioninabook review?

4 What are some ways you can evaluate a book's writing style or
theme?

5 Why is it important to avoid spoilers in the summary of .a book
review?

6 In your own words, how would you write a‘eenclusion for a book
review?

7 Choose a book you've read recently.and write a‘'short review that
includes an introduction, summary, analysis, and your opinion.

\
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Precis writing involves summarizing, a’ longer text in your own words,
maintaining the original meaning while condensing the content into a shorter
version. It requires clarity,aceuracy, and the ability to identify key points without
unnecessary details. Whenwriting a precis, you should:

a.
b.

e
d.

Focus on the.main idea and essential details.

Use your own words (paraphrasing) and avoid copying phrases directly
fram the ariginal.

Preserve the tone and logical flow of the original text.

Ensure that your precis is well-structured, clear, and precise.

Example:

Original passage (Excerpt from "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost): Two
roads diverged in a yellow wood, and sorry I could not travel both / And be one

For the
teacher

wy
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|dentify the main points and omit secondary information.

Use shorter, simpler sentences without altering the meaning.

Ensure coherence by maintaining a logical flow of ideas.

Write in your own words, but do not change the meaning of the original text.




traveler, long I stood / And looked down one as far as I could / To where it bent in
the undergrowth.

Precis (Summary): In the poem, the speaker faces a choice between two equally
appealing paths in the woods. He regrets not being able to take both, but after
considering his options, he chooses the one less traveled.

Answer the following questions.

What is the main purpose of a precis? |

2  Whatarethe key characteristics of a good precis?

Why is it important to avoid including unnecessary details when |

writing a precis?
4  Canyourewrite a different passage from "The Road.Not Taken" as
aprecis?

Paraphrasing means restating a text or passage in your own words while
maintaining the original meaning. It.invelves changing the structure and
vocabulary of the text, but not its message. Paraphrasing is especially useful for
clarifying complex language, shortening a passage, or explaining an idea in
simpler terms. When paraphrasing a poem, it's important to retain the tone,
imagery, and central theme while altering the wording.

Example (with reference to “The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost):

Original Line from the Poem: Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, /And sorry |
could not travel both /And be one traveler, long I stood.

Paraphrased Version: The speaker finds himself at a crossroads in a forest,
feeling regretful that he cannot take both paths. He stands for a long time,
considering his options.

Key Elements Maintained:
a. Original meaning of facing a choice and feeling regret.
b. Tone of contemplation and indecision.

Changes Made:

a. Simplified language e.g., "could not travel both" becomes "cannot take
both paths".

b. Rephrased the structure for clarity while keeping the central theme.

Le
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Can you paraphrase the following line from the poem?

“| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference”

Summary skills involve the ability to condense a longer piece of text or a poem
into a short, concise, and objective version while maintaining the core meaning
and main points. A good summary does not include personal opinions or
excessive details but focuses on the key ideas of the original text.

When summarizing a poem or any text, it's essential to use your own,words,
ensure clarity, and retain the central message.

Example (with reference to "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost):

Original Excerpt from the Poem: Two roads diverged in.a yellowswood, / And
sorry | could not travel both /And be one traveler, long I stood.

Objective Summary: In this poem, the speaker faces a decision between two
paths in the woods. He regrets not being able to take both paths and reflects on
the importance of the choice he must make:

Key Features of the Summary:
a. Focusesonly onthe mainidea(the choice between two paths).
b. Itshortens the originalwithout [osing the essence.

c. Avoids adding personal.opinions or unnecessary interpretations.

o

What are the key elements you should include when writing an
objective summary of a poem?

Can you summarize the message of the poem "The Road Not
Taken" in one or two sentences?

For the
teacher

|dentify the key message of each line or stanza.

® Replace complex or archaic words with simpler synonyms.
¥ Change the sentence structure but keep the central idea intact.

® Use your own style of writing, while still respecting the poem's tone.
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