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Lesson No. 8

Lingkuan Gorge.
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The snow, already morow eep, obliterated the line between
earth an i; zy white curtain, | had been following the path of the
future railway for forty kilometers. Although | could hear the roar of machinery
further back in the hills, | had seen neither work sites nor workers,
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Entering Lingkuan Gorge, my iritation incr Even.i @:@@m this

gorge the sun never shone. It didn here you looked up along the

twisting course — the & of the sky was a patch no bigger than
it was dusk and the swiring snowflakes and the

the palm W
gale made every step a struggle.
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Construction in the gorge was v b&y@@@ people were at work.
Generators, cemmf—v@ﬁgﬁ% $ shook the ground. Hundreds of light
bulbs gleg&w%% . Electric wires, crisscrossing like a giant spider



web, were scarcely | visible, but | COL{? W@b@ and their
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Hungry, cold, | tipped and fell. scraping my hands Enough! I'd find some place
under a cliff, out of the wind, and rest a few hours. If | rea he-:H rials

depot tomomrow morning by ten ocl%lmm ate. Stumbling
around in the dark hke t eep ravine and that
would be the end of t R& paﬂment chief; I'd have to be put on the
‘Used up
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entrance way showed ihai the ccupied by workers.

I noticed a path leading to a cave in the i"ﬂ -side Mng in the

Grasping branches ul uled myself up to the door and

entered. WMW\J\J
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Strange! Seated on a small stool in the doorway was a little boy, seven or eight
years old, elbows on his knees, supporting his face in his hands. His cheeks were
red with cold. He had been peering at the opposite cliff-side through a rent in
the curtain. He glanced at me briefly as | came in, then went back to his
observation.
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The cave was large, but quite warm. It had a stove and eating utensils. On the
wall above a bed was a coloured New Year picture of "Chubby Children Pulling
the Tumip " All the walls had been papered with old newspapers, now
blackened by smoke from the stove.
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“Why isn't anybody home?" | asked, shaking the snow from my coat and hat.

The little boy turned his head. His eyes flashed. "Aren't | anybody, uncle?” He rose
and walked towards me, his hands behind his back, his chest extended, as if to

say: Not only am | somebody, I'm a very grown-up somebody!
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| cupped his round little face in my hands. "You're pretty sharp, young imp!” He
pushed my hands aside Doubling up his fists, he cocked his head to one side
and demanded: ‘Who are you calling imp! | have a name!” Pointing at the baby
girl asleep on the bed, he informed me: "Her name is Pao-cheng, mine is Cheng-

yu."
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No doubt about it These kids were like thousands of others | had met, bom and
raised on construction sites The workers liked to name their children after the
projects where they were born Cheng-yu probably had first seen the light of day
on the railway project between Cheng-tu and Chung-king, also known as Yu. His
baby sister Pao-cheng very likely had been born right here at the site of the
future Paoki-Chengtu Raitway

m-«twir“d%’ff e ic/’d/uf ‘rlngl & -@—-@@ﬁd"’ S
ﬁ.d_ﬂ'yrgl.f:i.é—/‘/ IJ/ k‘&\)“
{“4‘;5‘%@6@@9 E.X-g;ul(u!_ﬂvéu':’-—ég“f"ud’,fuj.»bd_!ué

drlunpor Lo bimi o fit oo 1 PLlte Ly r gt § —mz,’-/u"'

:Tlu.z;-.-éﬁ.d..r:c..:ml

| sat by the stove smoking and rubbing the drying mud from my hands.

Cheng-Yu crawled on to my lop and looked into my eyes, "Is it going to snow
tomorrow, uncle?”
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| pressed his icy red little nose. "A ﬂ@@ one line connected

up with heaven, I'l asﬁ\m@ \
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Angrily, he leaped down and stood a meter away, scowling at me. "Quit your
kidding! You've got a newspaper in your pocket. Why don't you look at the
weather report?”
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He resumed his seat | . clamped his elbows on his knees, rested his
face in hi ‘peered out through the rent in the curtain. When | asked
him where the kettle was, he ignored me. | certainly was sorry | had offended

my small hostl
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“Why do you want to know about the san Che m@k@@m it
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He didn't even bother to look at me "Papa says if it's still snowing tomorow, we'll
have to quit work "
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‘What does your pa dog"”

"He opens up mountains” the child replied proudly 'Where?" Cheng-Yu poinied
with pursed lips at the work site opposite
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| looked All | could see was a searchlight beam, shining through the drifting
snowflakes straight up into the heavens. Inits light, | could vaguely discermn a few
dozen men who seemed pasted to the side of the towering cliff, driling holes for
dynamite charges. The holes were like the steps of a ladder to the sky
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"How can you tell which one is your f @@/4& '| asked.

"l can't see him plainlyﬁw nsee me. He says all he has to do is turn
\\E (s

around | o i can see me."

Ah, so that was it!
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The icy snow melted f nbed legs, thawing out, ached
painfully. I sta e circulation.

Mj:ﬁur:giEa-/_fu'd;’jfé—:’f.-iéﬁJ gjaa-/;’—‘_?rf—izi-g;:{a-ﬂ
-',;Ld-;ji.q;or:JuiEé-Lidziqil::b’dﬁ i-u_'-h"lr.rr:

Cheng-Yu waved his hand warningly. | understood. He was afraid I'd wake his
baby sister
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“You really take good care of your sister,” nded/ Mama s gmyjnt:: is to
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"So, you're on the job every day?" | hugged him. 'What does mama do?"” He
pointed to the road below the cave.
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| could see a person standing by a telephone pole beside the rr:nad vered

with snow, she looked like a white sicne i m ¥ ,C as directing
traffic. The road, not ve?%wide. h the rock. Ordinarily,

Q
carts, mules, donkeys (@ doubt streamed in both directions along
A

that roa urs a day. Someone had to keep the traffic in order.
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Today, because of the big snow, there weren't many-p

road_ She could very well have there she stood and
there she would rema \ ' hs) five'months, or three years, five years, if
need be. Fer‘n e fo time, she raised her head to gaze up at her child

or at her who was scaling the cliffs between the mountains and the
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sky. When he paused to wipe t @@ o ould he see the
determined figure of h%\Q\ m age of his little boy?
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Even though it was a snowy, win @ Whe worker, his wife and

children couldn't see ﬂ .1 was sure they could feel a mutual
5

loving enc ense that each was looking forward to the

mornent mily reunion.
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| glanced at Cheng-Yu. The child had placed his hands in his sleeves and pulled
his neck into his collar. He kept dozing off. m
12\ 9

“You're liable to catch a chill. Better 'r@m o sleep.”
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He looked at me dreamily for a moment, probably thinking that his parents had
retumed.
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When he realized who | was, he shook his head violently. “"No | won'tl" 'Why notg"
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He rubbed his eyes with his fists. Pup@un?in@@/ @%hcmd never leave

his post o
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I hugged him tightly and pressed my cheek against his. Then | rose, buttoned my
coat, pulled my hat down firmly, left the cave and walked down the path.
Following the road that had been blasted through the rock, | pushed on, the
words of the child echoing in my head, "A man should never leave his post." A
job was waiting for me. | wanted to reach my destination without any further
delay. [Translated anonymously from the Chinese]
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About the Author

After growing up in a poor family in the province of Shenshi (also spelled
Shaanxi) TuPeng-cheng (bom 1921) worked as a corespondent for the New
China News during China's civil war in the late 1940's. His many notes about
battles he witnessed, became important sources for his later fiction, including his

acclaimed war novel, Defend Yenan, published in 1954, @m
ta

W@ﬁ@w life. Tu

s de
230s. In 1958 he published his next
major novel in Pegceti rdescribes workers constructing the Paoki to
(@]
ChE‘.‘HQTU@W&NQdU] Railway. Tu fell from favour in the 1960s when the

government rewrote its history and condemned several former leaders whom Tu

Winning praise throughout ¢

enjoyed a flourishing coré:

had praised in his fiction His work was banned in China until 1978 when a thaw in

the nation's totalitarion regime allowed Tu to resume his writing career

New Vocabulary

Words Meanings

Apparently Readily seen or understood; evident, obvious m
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Crisscrossing To move or causgjo n@s&ﬁ Eﬁ W@p\ﬂ%n
AP iatda)

vV \J/
Depot %\i@@&&hﬁﬁm for supplies, usually the military
i
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Dusk Twilight or t du@a WV%ﬁl‘)ng: sunset, nightfall
U\ Q
Gale A?ﬁé @N/Es\;\:t}hﬂ storm
e N
VNN . . :
W A deep ravine, esp. one through which a river runs; canyon
Hazy Characterised by reduced visibility; misty; foggy
Imp A small demon or devil: a mischievous child
irritation Something that iritates, bothers. annoys, enrages. provokes
Mutual Experienced or expressed by each of two or more persons
about the other; reciprocal; common or shared by two or more
parfies
a0\
[@))0)5h
Numbed Deprived of feehrg in limbs W@é@&g
3 [
Pretty sharp @ﬁ:mﬁwuw
RuWJA@&&p narrow steep-sided valley, esp. one formed by the
action of unning water; a gorge
Rent A slit or opening made by tearing. a tear or breach
Snowflakes Delicate, fluff mass of snow that falls as snow
Swirling To turn or cause to turn in a twisting spinning fashion: spinning
To clamp To fix or fasten with a clamp
To cock To raise, perk up:

To commend

To present or represent as be

to prmse to V\@mmgmmﬂﬂd:

To discern
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Jow
To gleam ﬂh@i‘}j | e ow of light appearing mementarily
NN

NP
To dbfa o © | To fallinto a light sleep

To flash To burst or cause to burst suddenly or intermittently into flame;

to move very rapidly like a flash

Ib goze To look long and fixedly, in wonder or admiration; to stare

To haul To drog or draw something with effort; to fransport as in a truck

To knock off To finish work;

To obliterate To destroy every trace of; to wise out ¢ &HETE@K@

To offend To hurt the I\E,/ snmeone

To peer %MM or as if with difficulty
AN l

NINBS &
To m To climb to the top of a mountain by a ladder

To scowl To contract the brows in a threatening or angry manner
To stamp To put the foot down heavily on the ground
To stumble To trip or fall while walking or running

Undoubtedly Without any doubt:

Vaguely Mot clearly: fuzzily dim
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L narrator's job and the purpose of his journey? What physical
conditions persuade him to rest for a few hours?

Ans: Narrator's Job:

The narrator is the chief of the material department depot. His job is to
supervise all the ongoing construction work for the future Packi-chengtu
Railway.

Purpose of Journey:

The purpose of his journey is to supervise the t}ngcnng ccnstn_l work at
the site of the future Paoki-chengtu Railway He h rial
department by 10 o' ch::-:k in ihe uhes
Physical Condition: KX m

is miensehf cold due to continuous snow falling. The namrator
is hungry and feels cold. In the dusk, the swiling snowflakes and the gale make
every step a struggle and so he trips and falls badly. He was stumbling. There
was dark all around. He was liable to fall into some deep ravine. These
conditions make him so iritating and restless that he wants to rest for a few hours
in some shady place under a cliff.

(OR)

The narrator is the chief of the Material Department Construction going on
in the Lingkuan Gorge for the future railway and his job is to supervi at. The

purpose of his joumney is to reach his de;:: menm@%@@ Is duties by
ten o'clock next mnmlng &

The physical ¢ rﬁ sur.:t:le him to rest for a few hours are the
cold, MWWH more than a half foot deep snow, darkness, intense



_\g - o@@m

hunger, irritation that has increa Gorge, tiredness

due to tough journey, @i&u and gale making every step a

struggle posm hlle s’fumbllng he is liable to fall into some deep

ravine.

2, About how old is Cheng-yu? What does he respond when the narrator
asks, "Why isn't anybody home?”

Ans: Age of Cheng-Yu:

The child Cheng-Yu whom the namrator sees sitting on the smaill stool in the
doorway of a cave is almost seven or eight years old.

Response to Namrator: @m

When the narrator asks, "Why isry't child replies in
cross question form: ﬂ , ein fuct minds the remark of

the nr::rrcu’rcr that was no body

(OR)

The child, Cheng-yu. is about seven or eight years old. When the narrator
asks. “Why isn't anybody home?" the child turns his head. flashes his eyes and
asks him in a cross-question form: "Aren't | anybody, uncle?” He, in fact, minds
the remark of the narator that suggests as if he is nobody So. he rises and walks
towards the narrator, with his hands behind his back and his chest extended. as

if to say: "Not only am | somebody, I'm a very grown-up somebody!"

3. What work do Cheng-yu's paren‘ls do? What "job” en
assigned, and what uplunuﬂang\u; % narrator's advice

WM@
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Cheng-Yu parents are ve Yo their profession.

His father being @ lub@ ains cmd drill holes for dynamite
charges. ChEr]g- traffic controller stands on the narrow and
dangan ut 'hCIS been blasted through the rock.

Cheng-Yu's Job:

Cheng-Yu has been given the responsibility to take care of his baby sister

Pao-Cheng when his parents are out on their specific jobs.
Narrator Advice and Cheng-Yu's Explanation:

When the narrator sees little Cheng-Yu dozing on a smaill stool in the
doorway of the cave and advises him to sleep, he at once shakes his head
violently in negative and says his papa and mama say that "one sh%.\uﬁnever

leave his post’ W@ @
@@
Cheng-yu's puren{@@rgmglwmkmg fellows: his father drills holes for the

dynamit n the mountains’, whereas, his mother directs the traffic,
standing beside the road below the cave Cheng-yu has been assigned the job
of looking after his baby sister. Pao-Cheng. till the arrival of his mother When the
narrator advises him to go to sleep because he was dozing, Cheng-yu replies
that he will not do so because his papa and his mama say that a man should

never leave his post

4, What does the narrator do in the final paragraph? What does he realize is
waiting for him?

Ans: In the last paragraph the nma ri %e@%@mimﬂon of
little Cheng-Yu who 50()5 @ leave his post” To hear this his

at”
lost splms reawaken H % ] hls coat, puts his hat down firmly and



leave the cave. He realizes that his 108 W@n@@m a chief is
waiting for him.

O
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In fm;mmgmph. when Cheng-yu utters very inspiring remarks about

his duty, the narrator hugs him tightly and presses his cheeks against that of
Cheng-yu, He, then rises, buttons his coat, pulls his hat down firmly, leaves the
cave and walks down the path to reach his department without any further
delay. Following the road that has been blasted through the rock, he pushes on.
The words of the child are echoing in his head, "A man' should never leave his
post." He realizes that his duty in the material department as a chief is waiting for

nt @@W@ O@@m

5. What sort of chﬁ@ ? What attitude does he display towards his
parents W s?

Ans: Cheng-Yu as a Child:

hirm.

Cheng-Yu is the central character of the story. The whole story revolves
around him. Cheng-Yu is very sensible, strong, bold and determined. He is just
seven or eight years old but his spirits are so high and he has a greater sense of

responsibility.
Aftitude towards parents and responsibilities:

His attitude towards his parents is like that of remarkable obedient son,
who scarifies his rest and performs his duty assigned to him by then looks
pli advice of




r@ feo
Cheng-Yu is very cute, caring Wsn le child. He is very
obedient to his paren mﬁ t us loyalty to his assigned
raspnnsibW is baby sister till the arrival of his mother; He

complies e advice of his parents that a man should never leave his post.

é. What change in mood or outlook does the narrator experience in the
course of the story? What causes the change?

Ans: At the beginning of the story, the narrator is tired and hungry and wants a
place to rest. His mood changes from pessimistic to optimistic. Meeting the boy,
seeing his responsibilities for his baby sister and observing the family’'s mutual
encouragement for one another has caused this change. The c:ciic:ﬁﬁf the

parents in their workplace affects him. The mother wea iO @ in the
snowstorm and the father was placi charges on a steep slope.
O
The Causes for the Na Mood:
w n?nr advises the child to sleep. the child refuses him by
saying that his papa and mama say that "A man should never leave his post”.
This sentence of the boy changes the outlook and mood of narrator. The
narrator is really moved by the determination of lite Cheng- Yu. The cause for
the narrator's change of mood is seeing the boy’s attitude towards work and

responsibility. The boy, for example, takes care of his baby sister as his parents
have asked him to do.

It is clear to the reader since he even tells the narrator to be quiet when he
stamps his boots for fear of awaking the baby. He himself learns a great lesson

that "A man should never leave his post' He goes back i @@ the job in
the material department as a chief. He @@W o <%gr his destination
and perform his duty 1% @

R o



The mood and outiook of the narr r@ﬁﬁv When he hears
the comments of the i %l reat lesson that a man should

never leave W% ed to set off for his destination and perform his
o}
duty 1herW\J\J

7. What ideas about work does the story convey? What else does the story
suggest is valuable?

Ans: ldeas about work:

First Idea: The story "Lingkuan Gorge” conveys the lesson that one should be
dutiful. The work should not be considered burdensome; rather one must realize
the importance of responsibility and perform it with devotion.

Second ldea: The story also suggests gh:lf “A Mo e his post".
This principle of life makes one respor T \ i committed and
) k
successful. “%m
Third IdeWMI?D suggests that one should never be as vulnerable as to

be defeated by physical conditions. One should rather be true to one's

commitment. The story also suggests that one should be dutiful and cbedient to
his parents.

Fourth Idea: Sometimes a younger person, perhaps more innocent and purer,
may influence an older persan to change his or her thinking. Some people are
able to learn by example. (the boy's example helps the narrator to learn)

(OR)

i. The story conveys the ideas about work that one should nmve one’s

place of duty and be sincere and pr::(f)rir::t‘ i W@O@

ii. One should ;::erf@ onge' %@@c:mu stance is not favorable.

The story squimm en and children work sincerely for the
W



development the county only then O@’ CcO ngmgress as
China has done.

O

\NW o
8. Duw\ijh\lrjik the story Is overly moralistic? How does Tuv make his story

entertaining despite its rather heavy-handed message?

Ans: Yes, | think that the story is overly moralistic. The writer narrates the story in
a very beautiful way. The writer is highly skillful to present the truth and
importance of the duty. "A man should never leave his post”, is rightly a heavy —
handed message. It is simple but has a powerful effect. The account of
surroundings and the way of the writer's observations expressed in the story,

have made the story more interesting and digestible

The story is moralistic. The
the roughness of the a %

(OR

2o

ake/it entertaining despite

Extending

9. Do you think the motto, “a man should never leave his post”, has any
significance in different spheres of life? Discuss.

Ans: Significance of Motto:

“A man should never leave his post” has its significance in different spheres
of life A man who is not steadfast, never gain the objectives of his life.

My View:

The one who is stick to his ob;ech will Vij@m opinion it is
true that "A man should ﬁver |E%



f@o@@)m

For example, in the battie @@mchem on the mound left
the post contrary to th%\%\@ rophet (S.A.W) and started
collecﬁnW AR\S

As aresult, the commander of Quraish army attacked from behind kiling
ten Muslim archers. The Muslims were surrounded from all sides. That changed
the course of the battle. This tells us to never undermine the importance of our
post and should stand by it until the end of our duties.

(OR)

| think that the motto, "A man should never leave his post” has great
significance. If @ man adopts this motto in life, he is always successful

E@g@o@@m

Oral C mmui@
. After reading h%ﬁm will be asked to express their views

about the ¢ narrator of the story and the small child, Cheng-Yu.

. The students will be asked to find out and explain, who was more dutiful,
the, narrator or Cheng-Yu?

Writing Skills

. The students will be assigned the task of writing the character of Cheng-
Yu.

Ans: Character of Cheng-Yu:

Cheng-Yu is the central character of the story. The wha r::aund
O

him. Cheng-Yu is very sensible, stron @@@ nined. He is just seven or

eight years old but his 1\ He has a greater sense of

responsibility QWQ

i g\ufe, caring, sensible and responsible child. He is
very GDEWHE parents He show fremendous loyalty to his assigned



1208 o
responsibilities. He looks after his - ok :O g@%ﬁv of his mother: He
complies with the .‘\m. eofs-that a man should never leave his post

W ?

. Write an essay on "A man should never leave his post".

Ans: A MAN SHOULD NEVER LEAVE HIS POST

(DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY)

“Duty (Post)" means "moral or legal obligation in general® It can also mean
a particular task or action that a person is bound to perform for moral or legal
reasons.

We have specific posts/duties to different people. To our purents and

teachers, we owe love, respect and obedience. Paren ‘a to love
quide and impart

duty to help the poor and the
s citizens of a country.

knowledge to their DU@
needy. WW d
Our basic duty to ourselves is to live good and virtuous lives, because that

is what God want us to do, and what is necessary to attain everasting

and bring up their children propefly

happiness in the next world. It is our duty, too, to strive hard to succeed in our
profession or occupation and to take reasonable care of our bodies.

Without being responsible and do whatever you are supposed to do,

practically, you are out of your job.

We have responsible for our post or place of duty. If a man does not care
his post or place of duty it can affect all unit cohesion (collective efforts of the
group). A unit generally shares a common goal and she a @@md to
coordinate their efforts as a team.to Gchi Oif you leave your
post and does not show at goal, that you have not only
placed more W O% ers, but has effectively let unit down.



NS,

Being responsible refers to our ns that serve our own

interests and the inter K ed to be responsible for ourselves
before we ca pensible for others. In learning to be more responsible it is
impﬂﬁnﬂMcw our limitations. It does not matter how smart we are,
there is only so much responsibility that a person can handle. It is also important
to remember that we are not responsible for things that are out of our control,
for example, how other people feel or how they react to ourselves or others.
Sharing responsibility for both success and failure can lead to increased

responsibility to oneself and others.

Being Responsible makes our life better. When we do what we have

promised, people see us as a responsible and reliable person. This boosts a

s Qmye: o

Grammar)

person’s self-esteem and self-worth.

eunlng and Uses of the Modal Verbs

Modal verbs, also known as modal auxiliaries or modails, are mainly used
to add to the lexical verb a feeling of the action being, for example, possible,
likely. necessary, certain, compulsory, allowed or advisable.

The modal verb can is used to express the idea that something is possible
or that someone is able to do something or allowed to do something. Could is
the past tense of can but is also used in @ number of other ways.

The modal verb may is used to express the idea that something is possible
or permitted. It is also used to express opinions and wishes. Mlght - m ast

tense of may but has a number of c-i%er

The main use of m the future tense of lexical
verbs, but it hw sm:h as asking someone to do something or



saying that you are willing to do m@h@@@%&s used to form

future tenses with / un@%

Would
number of bther uses,

the past tenses of will and shall but they too have a

The modal verb must is used to express the idea that something is
necessary or obligatory or that something is certain or probable. Need to and

have to also express the idea of being necessary or obligatory.

The Meaning and Uses of Can and Could

The modal verb can is used with a bare infinitive to express the idea that
something is possible or that someone is able to do scmeﬁg @@ d to do

something @
Could is the pa used in a number of other ways.

Fast tens ow | can help them.

| knew | could help them. They say they can't come.
They said they couldn't come. 'l can help you', he said.
He said he could help us. ‘"We can come back tomorrow’, | told them.

| told them we could come back the next day. '‘can’ | have another biscuit? He

asked.

He asked if he could have another biscuit.

Describing Possibilities: @@m

Can is used to talk about Wﬂ@@i\m meone or something

is able to do.

Yo cgl s from the top of that hill.



et

Nowadays you can use O 'ne@e Wﬁ best bargains.
Elephants can run sur@‘w “
TDW erstand how upset | was when | heard the news,

Can a py really swallow a whole antelope?

I simply cannot answer all these questions in the time we have left.

Ostriches are birds but they can't fly.
We'd like a new car but we can't afford one.

| can't reach the packets of soup on the top shelf. Can you reach them?

In this sense of can, the past tense is could:

From the top of the hill, we could see for miles.

Could mammoths run as fast as elephants can n @@@
Like ostriches, the moan that ﬂ%@@@@ m(t)i couldn't fly
When | was YOUW% ord a car.

It's Wéiuldn'i come with us yesterday.

. Can and could are often used with verbs that describe the use of the
mind or the senses (sight. hearing, touch, etc) but without much idea of
‘possibility’ or 'ability’ at all:

| can see you. (= | see you)

We know that the lions can hear us from the way they are looking in this
direction. (=... the lions are hearing us)

| can't remember where | put the money. (=1 don't remember where | put it)

When | got to tn% .
| didn't reme atlhad wanted to buy)



| couldn't understand a thing

o
| @@W@s?g%?her]

an offer of something to eat or

. Couldn't is usedsh

dﬁnk;'ng 3tHe
'Oh. 1 couldn’t eat another one’.

. Couldn't and couldn't have are used as a way of simply emphasizing
what you are saying.
| couldn't agree with you more. (= | don't agree with you completely) They

couldn't have been more surprised to find they had won the prize.

Could is used to refer to less certain or more doubtful possibilities in the

present or the future.

Could a python really swallow a whole antelopej %Xowmossible
O

for a python to eat an antelope) . ; \@@
‘Iﬂ\(@ ou. It could rain later an. (= it might

AE-TOMOITOW.

You'd better ta ﬁ‘k
rain) The parc O

That-could be the explanation for this strange behaviour.

When referring in this way to more doubtful possibilities, we use | could have
when refemring to the past.

Could a python really have swallowed a whole antelope?
| suppose a bird could have stolen the ring but it rather doubted it.

The police are not sure what was used to kill him. It could have been a

pipe or an axe handle.

Could is also used to refer to something that is possir@m@uf which
Vi

does not actually happen or is not CI%UEI

A IW e prevented if people take more care.



When referring to the past, you
I suppose | cwl%@m Rém, but | didn't really want to., (so |
didn't go)
We commmed another day, but we decided not to.
Can and could may both be used when you are wondering about something.

Who can be knocking at our door so late at night?

| wonder who that could be, knocking at our door so late at night. What
on earth can have happened to him?

Where on earth could he be at this time of night?

In this sense, there is little difference between can and E:OIJ|C| The past
tense is could have.

Who could hcwe been kn @Qm‘e in the night?

Cculd is used T & hlng a person wants to do but which they
may or 8uld have is used to describe what a person wanted to or
felt like doing but didn't do.

| feel so angry, | could just stamp my feet and scream.
| feel so angry. | could have hit him,

Sometimes cannot, can't and couldn't are used to express the opinion or
hope that something is not possible or not true.

o} That story in the paper can't be true, surely.

o what she told you couldn't be true.

o] The conflict in the Middle East can't last for @ @@m

(o} The town council syrely cn%m for the repair to the
pavement. x

o Th Ui | can hear a radio playing in the front room.



Couldn't have is used fo %%% i\;ﬁ @@W@O@X@m

They couldn't h hear a radio playing in the front
room, WW\(W o
. Can't, couldn't, can't have, etc may express surprise or disbelief or
disapproval:

. But we can't have spent all our money yet! We should have at least
another $200.

. How could we have spent all that money in just two days?

. That can't be your parents here already! They are not due to arrive until
this evening.

. She couldn't have been one of the termorists! The ga i@@mesﬁon
forms: O @QXO
. How could you W@m R

HOW be so stupid?

Describing Knowledge of Skills

Canis used to say that someone knows how to do something.

. Her brother can speak German.

. My little daughter is only three but she can already write her name.
. Help! | can't swim.

. Some children still cannot read by the time they leave scho his

sense, the past tense is could: - @ @o@

b | could speak Fr h %@m cant any more.

- W@W%
S



o
+  He could mmp?i music W’%@%@w@ .
W

Itefenlng to What is Permitted
Canis used to ask for or give permission or to say that something is allowed
. Can | borrow your bike? "No, you can't.”
. Can we ask questions at the meeting?
. We can take book with us into the exam room.

. European Union regulations now tell us what fish we can and cannot

catch.

. Could is also used to ask permission. It is slightly mcal@@@@un:

. Could | possibly borrow you c@?

Could | possibly borrow your carg' Yes, of course you can.

Making requests and Suggestions
Canis used to make a request or to invite someone to do something.
. Can you tell me what time it is2

. Can you help me, please? I'm afraid I'm lost.

. Now, if you can just wait here a moment, I r:mc:ger i
free to speak to you. &

Requests formed with % m htly more polite;

. Yo move along a bit, could you?



Requests formed WIH'I ay also show some annoyance or

o
«  Couldlopena wmdow p§§;§ %&@ﬂ@ @©

lmpchen
. Ccn you make a little less noise, please!
. Could you hurry up there!

In negative questions, can't also expresses impatience or angry requests

or complaints.

Can't you be a little quieter when you're playing? I'm trying to get some sleep.

shin @@@@ could

could and could have

Why can't men be as sensible as women?
. Could is used to make suggestion:

If the car won't start, you could try »

always ask your father to Iend us

are used to make sug% O ' 1 the speaker is annoyed;
You coul%@mﬁ: help to me, you know!

Well, you could have told me you weren't coming.

Other uses of Can and Could

. Can maybe use to describe something that sometimes or frequently
happens:

She can be a little rude at time but she doesn't mean it.
It can get very cold here in winter.

Schoaols in London can have pupils from many different ethnic
backgrounds. In this sense, the past tense is could; @ @@S S

. She could be very% e § @Q&m imes she could be very
W@@U 't are used to suggest that something should not happen



o  Wecan' leave yet. We've only b g WA@ @©

o We can't just w

cnl can wee We'll have to
stay till the end. Bo couldn't have are used to refer to the past:

NN

o WW'T leave after only five minutes.

o We couldn't have left after only five minutes.

. Can and could are used to express willingness:

o Yes, | can come back again tomorrow if you want me to.
o | could come back tomorrow if that is more convenient.

o The management cannot accept any responsibility for damage to
customers care left in the car park.

o Its kind of you to offer to pay for my trip, but mwa @mepi your

help. @
. Could and couliﬁg@ ay that something is like something
else orhast of something else;

0 The seqa is so smooth, It could be glass. (= it looks like glass)

(o} From the top of the hill, the cars looked so small that they could have

been little insect.
. Can is sometimes used to express an order.
You can stop that nonsense right now!

Since you can't behave yourself, you can just go home.

PRACTICE EXERC @iﬁ/@ @@m

A:  Comect the fﬂh“ ﬁ%@@ could have

RN



I want to get some sleep %@@% stay awake all night

tonight.

f GW% xwhﬂi would they tell us?

We weren't very busy yesterday. so we could have come If you'd asked

Do you have anything in this shop that ¢an take ink for fingers?

| was so pleased when the girl told me she had the shoes | wanted in my

size that | could praised her.

6.
7.
8.

9.
this

Let's make a list of the things we gan do this weekend.

Try to think of all the places where you could leave your umbrellﬁ

When | was young, | could run a ma uthnmj
All of his brotheer‘ if had asked my advice in

first place

10. @ngiqeun knife, please?

Complete the answers to the questions given below, using, Can’l, couldn't,
couldn't have.

Why didn't you phoneme?

Because | couldn't remember your telephone number

Why are the police so sure that those boys didn't kill the old man?
Because they have not been in the area at the hme he du

Why don't you switch the light en @@W

Because | can't

G
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\
4 Why didn't you take the m Eﬁ@iﬁ\l&

Because | felt | %
5. GWM‘J@N the key is still here2
Because it couldn't have disappeared into thin air.

6. Why didn’t you infreduce me to that woman you were talking to?

Because | couldn't think what her name was.
7. Why didn't you come with us to the concert?

Because | couldn't stand modem jazz. You know | don't like jazz.
8. Why don't you come with us to the concert2

Because the orchestra would be too loud. | can't stand 1he n

9. Why did you leave the room w@e W@@@ A her violin2
Because | couldn't sta

Why dnwmm when Mary brought out her violin?

EEMHEW she was going to start playing and | couldn't have stood

the noise.

C: Read the following sentences and say whether the subject of each
sentence containing the word can't is unable to do what is described in the
sentence, is unwilling to do it, is not allowed to do it or doesn't know how to do it.

1)  We can't smoke here. There is a "No smoking" sign over there on the wall.

Ans: not allowed to do it

2) She sings beautifully but she cn 1t r qﬁ\/ o o
Ans: i \@ @
ns: unable to do it X@\
R

WO



3) Could you switch the light on, W@E&k when the
room is as dark as thns.o “

Ans: unable to do.
4) Yo n't go any faster than seventy miles an hour on a motorway.

Ans: not allowed to do it

5) You can't go faster than seventy miles an hour in this old car anyway. Its

engine isn't powerful enough.
Ans: unable to do it

&) | can't come with you to the cinema this evening. My mum says I've got to
do my homewaork first.

Ans: not allowed to do it

eol

7) I can't come with you tot @ngbeccuse | don't have
any money.,
Ans: unaw

She can't drive a car in her own because she hasn't passed her driving
test yet.

Ans; doesn't know how to do it

¥)  Surprisingly she still can't drive. She is never wanted to and she has never
taken any lesson.

Ans: unwilling to do it
10) Iredlly can't accept this award | just don't deserve it

| SRy -

Ans: unwilling to do it

13
o



