Reading Selection 1.3

Lesson No. 3

The Blades of G
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Some little blades of grass
Stood before God.

“What did you do?"

Then all save one of the little blades

Began eagerly to relate Impatiently narrate

The merits of their lives.

This one stayed a small way behind,

o
Ashamed. Oxmm @VA@@W@O@@ |
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Presently, God said,

"And what did you do?"

The little blade answered, "Oh, my Lord, Memory is bitter to me,
For, if | did good deeds,

| know not of them."

Then God, in all His splendor, grandeur; briliance m

Arose from His throne. . @@@W@O@C@

“Oh, best little blade " %ﬂ
WW

" Eggwﬁ;@#i.r;aj"
W prelbalni EL LL 4

Ll L i

kol ﬁf@@@"fﬁf’!
W%&@@m@@@ Y



= ~\ {/’%29 \ 5@)\\3/
\ o NN € A _—
| \ C\/)\ (Q\jé \;V\\V\\l u/ - o o 2
NS
\W \J(N]\‘J\“ oL _rﬁi.r’:iglfuf a.i..d-“r/nf' LL2ss!
About the Poet

Stephen Crane (1871-1200) was born in New Jersey, USA, He worked as @
journalist in New York before attempting to publish his first novel which was too
grim to find a readership. However, his next. novel, The Red Badge of Courage
(1985) was hailed as a masterpiece. He came to England in 1897 where his
novel was more warmly received. His other works include two volunmf poetry

and short stories. He died of iuberculcnsi &900 ﬁW@ @
W ml’f OF THE POEM

"TIM BLADES OF GRASS"
BY STEPHEN CRANE

The moral message of the poem "the Blades of grass” is the God who told
us that when we doing something good like helping each other and pray we
shouldn't be show off to the people around us and show the others how kind
hearted we are. At the beginning of the poem, Mr. Crane told us that dll the
blades of grass were doing something that God told us not to, and in the middle
of the poem, the humble blade of grass founded and ﬂi’Eﬂd‘f did fhs;good
things without counted it out, bec:-:::use he ::cmi r ﬂ,\ Q@@“&é\
them sincerely. — /( \/ @ i\, \B! , , , \O

This poem, by Sigﬁﬁa drg e rrmes that some blades of grass were

\\ \\

standing on the day of judgemen emanded from them
tandi ﬁ%’fm&rd fh d f jud t. God d ded fr th
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an account of all their actions d? z T E-\&(Od?dfé\f SDOI"‘IdEd that they had

done meritorious dee,'-%\ g Le‘l’T le blade of grass stood silently and
ashamed. ¢ e
blade m‘b@: 5 onswered that he did not know about his good actions. He had

same question to tell about his good deeds. The

forgotten all his good deeds. God was much pleased with this answer. He stood
up from his throne and blessed and rewarded this little blade for his humbleness.
The poet actually wants to say that one should not feel pride on what he had
done One should be humble and pride less. One should do good deeds without
a thought of reward

STUDY QUESTIONS

e

ses an interesting personification

Understulg:lln

1. Stephen Crane

to exweWg‘S est deeds are those done without a thought of
reward:’ ifuous are those who are virtuous, not for fear of punishment or

hope of reward, but for the love of virtue.” This poem has the structure of o
narrative with a dialogue between God and blades of grass. The setting is
Heaven

. Read the first stanza. What does God ask the lite blades of grass? What

do the blades of grass say in response?

Ans: God asked the little blades of Grass that what they did in their lives. And

they began to narrate their deeds one l::y one in I::vf:u:uslzll \/ ’ﬂ
,O
AR
o\
. Read the secapd\ gg oes the little blade of grass say when it is

y was God moved by the blade’'s answer?

addreue%@%%
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Ans: The |Ime blade 'le Grass GHSW/?/E CA;&S&@?@W about his QUOU

actions. His way of I‘ES leness and thus God was moved by

his answer \J\J o\ \
1. Thus oem uses a personification. Personification is talking about inanimate

and abstract objects as if they were human.

Why does the poet use blade of grass to communicate such a fundamental
idea? Why didn't he use man to convey his idea?

Ans: Giving human qualities to nonliving things is called personification. The poet
uses blades of Grass to communicate his idea because he wants to convey his

message in an effective and moving manner. He want G!I"'I to
know that even a small blade of Grc@ i%g and show
humbleness before Gﬂm KX

2, Now that you have understood the poem, write a paraphrase /

Writing

explanation of the poem in your own words.
Ans: Stanza No. 1
In Heaven,
Some lithle blades of grass
Stood before God.



"What did you do?" @Qm
n all s En/@
N g\% eugeny to relate

The merits of their lives.
This one stayed a small way behind,
Ashamed.
Paraphrase:

Some little blades of grass were standing in the court of God on the day
of Judgment in the Heaven. He asked them about their deeds and actions on
earth when they were alive. They all started to relate about their deeds and
actions impatiently and excitedly but one littie blade of grass kept iet and

stood behind others because of shum& W@ @
Reference to Context: @
These IIHW %m poem "The Blades of Grass” written by

"Stephen

This poem is in the namative form with a diclogue between God and
blades of Grass in Heaven on the Day of Judgment. God said good are those
amongst you who have done good deeds and don't feel proud on their good
deeds. Allah pleased only with that little blade of grass who stood aside
because she was ashamed of her actions. Allah said with all His majesty, you are

the best amongst all.
Explanation:
In these lines, the poet says that all the creatures mf/Go n given

wisdom to differentiate between gﬂ nswerc:ble
to God for their good 8r ad e nlshed harshly and

those who hcve dc:-n I be rewarded. Those who have done



2, 0o
Q'DDd deeds should not feel pro ﬂd repentant. That
is why the poet says ma \‘icﬁ\fmé:ed relating their good deeds
while one blade of aside and felt ashamed of what he had done in
this me

Allah was pleased with that little blade of grass. The poet wants to impress
upon our minds that God likes humbleness and repentance.
(OR)
Meanings:
Eagerly to relate (impatiently namrate) eager (very interested and excited

by one thing that's happen or concerning one thing you wish to do) relate [to
show or create an affiliation between 2 or additional thing) meri @muuhty of

being sensible and of a meriting pruuse] W@
Paraphrase: @@
ome very li %Mrass were standing before God on day of

judgmen ed them conceming their deeds and their action on earth
after they were alive. All of them spoke of their sensible deeds, however one
very little blades of grass unbroken quiet and stood behind others out of shame.

Reference to the context:

This textual matter of the most effective poet Best Stephen Crane's Poetry
authority verse form "The blade of grass" wrote by the Poet Stephen Crane's. The
author tells concerning the structure of a narrative with a dialogue between

God and therefore the blade of grass on the Day of Judgment.

S,

m wrong. They'll

Explanation:

All the creatures are given kno
be answerable to Go unhealthy deeds. Evil-doers are
going to be pumw e, UN agency have done sensible deedsinits
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worlds, are going to be rewarded, B
deeds, mustn't feel pr M mgr sensible deeds. Supreme
Being doesn't a @ e ought to humble and sormry. That's why the
author sa cch one the blades of grass started relating their sensible
deeds whereas one blade created a confession of his sins and felt ashamed of
what he had exhausted this world. Supreme Being was happy thereupon very
little blades of grass, the author desires to impress upon our minds that God likes
humbleness and compunction.

Stanza No. 2

Presently, God said,

"And wh% mﬂ? @@m

ory is bitter to me,
For, if 1 did good deeds,
| know not of them.”
Then God, in all His splendor.
Arose from His throne.
"Oh, best little blade of grass!" He said.
Paraphrase:

God asked without any delay from the little blade of grass about his good
and bad deeds that he had done when he was alive. Th gr-:::ss

replied that he did not remember if r@ W d God was
pleased with His answg t—1 y stood up from His thrown and

blessed him. Nw R



Reference to Context: W@ @ m

These lines hcw 'The Blades of Grass" written by
"Step hen Crane”

T|"1IS em is in the namative form with a dialogue between God and
blades of Grass in Heaven on the Day of Judgment. God said good are those
amongst you who have done good deeds and don't feel proud on their good
deeds. Allah pleased only with that little blade of grass who stood aside
because she was ashamed of her actions. Allah said with all His majesty, you are
the best amongst all.

Explanation:

In these lines, the poet narates an imaginary case of blades of grass in
i @ﬁ@udes of

God The little ' ' e had forgoﬁen all about his good deeds. On
the conko bitter memory of his bad deeds only. He made a very
bold confession of his conscience. He felt extremely somry for what he had done
in the world. God was very much pleased of his bold confession and

repentance. God stood up from His throne with all His majesty and rewarded

that little blade of grass.
God said you are best amongst all.
(OR)

Meanings:



With delay God asked the m@bmg@%% his sensible

and unhealthy deeds thiat e planet. the small blade replied
that he failed to i i ad done any sensible deed. God was
happy UWWC%\SWEL altogether his grandness. He stood up from his
throne and blessed him.

Reference to the context:

These lines are taken from the most effective author poet Best Stephen
Crane's Poetry verse form "'The blade of grass”. This verse form has the structure
of a namrative with a diglogue between God and therefore the Made of grass
on the Day of Judgment.

Explanation:

In this textual matter the author narrates associat @c{i@@mme of
: : ‘!5 g affentive to the

grass within the court of God of |

1010 .= d = [
jactitation of the blc:d ed-the small blade of grass, UN agency

was sta MW ers and was terribly back for what he had to
mention ming his deeds the small one replied humbly that he had

forgotten all concerning his deeds. He had bitter memory of had unhealthy
deed:s solely. He created a daring confession of his conscience-packing. He felt
extraordinarily compassionate what he had exhausted the planet. God was a
lot of happy along with his confession and compunction. He stood up from His

throne with all His grandness and blessed and rewarded him.

Language Study (Grammar)

Hnug ses Y@O@@Dm
Examine the groups 01‘0 rds i W:&ng ntences:
i é; & S [Expect what?]

1. | expect to 0%
Q\ o



2. | expect that | shall get a prize.(!) my@o@@
The first group o % s not contain a subject and a
Predicate of its cawz:}l.gi% a phrase. This phrase is object of the verb
O

expect oes the work of a Noun. It is therefore a Noun Phrase.

The second group of words, that | shall get a prize, contains a subject and
a Predicate of its own. |t is therefore a clause This Clause is the object of the verb

expect and so does the work of a Noun. We therefore call it a Noun Clause.
Now examine the sentence,
. That you have come please me.

Here the Clause, that you have come, is the Subject of the verb please.

It therefore does the work of a Noun, and it is what we call a Clause

Def.- A Noun Clause is a group of words whic @ﬂg@hﬂd a
Predicate of its own, o@ﬁi@% oun.
@ £ EXERCISE (1)

Point out the Noun Clauses in the following sentences:
1. | often wonder how you are geftting on.

Ans: how you are getting on.

2 | fear that | shall fail.

Ans: that | shall fail

3. He replied that he would come.

Ans: that he would come W@ O@@m
4, Do you deny thncf) st Qﬁo@;\@

Ans: 1hw§¢m

Q\ @)



Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

10.

Ans:

1.

Ans:

12.

Ans:

13.

Ans:

14.

Ans:

15.

Ans:

16.

N
| thought that it would be a %Inaja)&, \, it e W[

\_5 I\

that it would be@\ﬂqe, ;fg?\ QA
Kﬁs{ Fﬁ%@ﬁtﬁéﬁi\me hurts me

Thﬂf you should cheat me

No one knows who he is.

who he is

He saw that the clock had stopped.

that the clock had stopped

That you should say this is very sirange.

That you should say this a
’ \I/ 0 i

I don't see how you can get outof &@@v 2

how you can gé}) m%@

whntever I can

I do not know what he wants.

what he wants

There were no complaints except that the day was too hot.
that the day was hot

| went to see what had happened.

what had happened P
] S\ (C /6\')& \! \
| do not understand how it all happeneq.\ ~ N W /O \ o=
— ( \\ ‘\, ( \ \ e
.I \ ~7 7 \/(_X ‘\K\/\v‘\ I\,/\‘ |/ f

how it all happe@ed ~\\ \/g\ \OSA

\ \ \ VN
\\\PK‘\\ \

Pay pr\nh fo'what | am going fo say.
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Ans: what | am going fo sur ’\ 79 .\ \\T\ﬁl\! -

o
C) -

17. It grieved me to %;ék th l\ﬁl'@ s [

Ans: %\h‘ﬂ o

18. Iwantto know how far it is from here.

Ans: how faritis from here

19. Where we were to lodge that night was the problem.
Ans: Where we were to lodge that night

20. He begged that his life might be spared.

Ans: that his life might be spared

21. Ithink you have made a mistake. @ @@m
Ans: (that) you have mc:de a W&@@W

22. Can yau guess @

Ans:

23. How the burglur got in is mystery.

Ans: How the burglar got in

24. Itis unceriain whether he will come.

Ans: whether he will come

25. |do know what he will do.

Ans: what he will do

Complete by adding s e ﬁt\:
\\L) \\ S v

| P c%?qﬁ%\m%n



Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

| cannot understand why i @W@ ODE
| cannot umdem%@ is friend.

Th

They all said that they would accept the offer. OR
They all said that they wished to go for a picnic.

| think

| think that he is a European.

This is just

This is just what | want to say you.

OR
This is just what | wanted. @©m
He told me Q @@@W@O
He told me ihuf@ @@ %& OR
HW% y had deceived him.

is a well known fact.
That she is a good girl is a well known fact? OR
That he is a smuggler, is a well known fact?
Do you know ¢
Do you know where he lives? OR

Do you know that Zain has a versatile pen?

| wonder

ool o
it U
o0



9. ldonotknow | 2 @@@W@O@@m

e
Ans: | do not know ives,
IGWM%Q he is2

10. Pleases show me

Ans: Flease show me what is in your hand? Please show me how the machine

operates?
(i ] is quite certain.
Ans: That she will arrive is quite certain?
That we shall win the match is quite certain?

12. |Ifeelcertain

Ans: | feel certain that you will w“ {i @
13. Tell him ii\ v&
Ans: TEIW is in great danger.

Tell him that I'm busy.
14.  Will you tell me g
Ans: Wil you tell me where she is going?
Will you tell me when the next train will arrive?
15.  His father was anxious
Ans: His father was anxious that his son should study medicine.

16. You got

Ans: You got that you owe me Rs I D0@ @m]@ @
17. It is certain Q;: S/\@
Ans: Itis cer succeed.



It is certain that he will get

18. Have you hecrcp

Ans: HGWW&

19. do with your might.

at he is going to the United Kingdom.

Ans: Whatever you do with your might.
20. He was pleased with

Ans: He was pleased with what | had done.

More about Noun Clauses

. We have seen that there are three kinds of Subore@@
)
The Noun Clause, the adjecti @@“ dverb Clause.

We have also s lause is subordinate clause which does

the wo@f@@&gm complex sentence.

Since a Moun Clause does the work of a Noun in a complex sentence, it can be:

1. The subject of a verb.

2, The Object of a transitive verb.

3. The Object of a preposition.

4, In Apposition to a Noun or Pronoun.

5. The Complement of a verb of incomplete predication.

. In each of the following Complex sentences, the Noun Claus

subject of a verb. m}@ @@
. That you should sa @@
O
. THWI
o




N assusf his friend was his chief concem.
Why he left is a mystery.
Whether we can start tomomrow seems uncertain.

In each of the following Complex sentences, the Moun Clause is the

Object of a transitive verb'

He says that he won't go.
| hoped that it was true.

She denied that she had written the letter.

| cannot tell what has bec mm
I do not know -@
|l a old he was.

Tell me why you did this.

Neolk

Tell me where you live.
No one knows who he is.
| earn whatever | can. Ask if he is at home.

In each of the following Complex sentences, the Noun Clause is the

object of a preposition:

Pay careful attention to what | am going to say.

There is no meaning in what you @ o@@ §
There were no complain @& s too hot.
@ mplex sentences, the Noun Clause is in

. In each of
olUn or Pronoun:



points.

o

Your statement' that w::u f é@\@g@ will be believed.

His belief that so ceed cheered him through many

\No

You must never forget this that honesty is the best policy.
It is feared that he will not come.
It was unfortunate that you were absent.

In each of the following Complex sentences, the Noun Clause is used as

the Complement of a verb of incomplete prediction:

is,

My belief is that he will not come.

Her constant prayer was that the child might live.

His great gear is that he may fn:nl i\ W@O@Q@

My wish is that |
Their request IF@ hey may be allowed to resign.

Life hat we make it.
This is where | live.

A Clause coming after a construction consisting of an interactive verb
(particularly the verb to be) and an adjective does the word a noun and
therefore, treated as a Noun Clause.

In each of the fl‘JilDWil"‘lg Complex sentences, the Noun Clause comes

after an intransitive verb construction.

The child was afraid that he would fall down.

All of us are keen that you shc%d m @
They felt sorry thg m @
The pnh at he would recover



+  She did not seem hopeful @@Q&@Yj

It will be seen i o about or for necessary to connect
the intransiti wa tﬁ.nc:hr:m to the succeeding Noun Clause in each of the
above sentences is omitted. If we put a noun or gerund instead of the Clause,
we would say afraid of, keen about, sorry for, sure. helpful of, and the noun or
gerund would be the object of the preposition in each case. The Noun Clause in
each of the complex sentences may also be regarded as the object of the

missing preposition after the intransitive verb construction. However, such Noun
Clauses are often said to be used adverbially.

Mote: From the above examples it will be seen that a Noun Clause is generally
intfroduced by the subordinating Conjunction that. Sometimes, however, the

Conjunction that is omitted: as, | know {'rhaﬂ he did it. 7@ @ m

ISE (3]

Write dowmismplex sentences, each containing a Noun Clause. Make

the Noun Clause a subject in the first three, an object in the next three and in
opposition to a Noun or Pronoun in the next three. Use the Noun Clause

predicatively in the last three.
Ans:
(i) Assubject of a verb:
Whether he will come at all is doubtful.

What she said may be true,

Whoever finishes first gets a prize. /Z\)
(i)  Asobjectofav V\/7 KQQ&\@\

He said tha @ .Iii\mu the news.
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| don't know where he has gons N\ ) Vﬁ\\\\\' [(c)o
/ \ \ \U \ \\ ) \ W) /,/ ‘
| doubt wheiher(pe\wmméép(&\ha\dﬁér -
\ \ \\U)
(i)  In oppo: i sl{mﬂb nnaﬂn or pronoun:
N

We\'nusi allow for the feet that she doesn't hear well.

Never forget this, that a stitch in time saves nine.

It is unfortunate that you have lost your purse.
(iv) As complement of a verb:

My belief is that he is innocent.

The truth is that they are married.

My request is that | may be allowed to go now. f\}

@X/ e
g é
Q%u use and say whether it is the object of some verb or
the Comp nt of some verb, or in apposition to some noun or pronoun, or the
object of some preposition:
Tell me how you found that out.
Ans: how you found that out —object of the verb 'tell
- That he will succeed is certain.
Ans: That he will succeed—subject of the verb i’
3. I think you have made a mistake.
Ans: (that) you have made a mlsic:ke—obje-::i of the yqu:? Q‘hmi;*@)k
[ 2
V \\ N [ (O \O~
4, Shesuy:ha{mnfherlnlll M \( ! \K\ \ <\\ e
r\/ \\ \/ \\ \. X

Ans: (that) her mothei( 15 Mbgét! éﬁhe verb says'

’ Q\\
\Nj\\' \\



Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

10.

Ans:

11.

Ans:

12.

Ans:

13.

Ans:

14.

Ans:

15.

Ans:

16.

\ \\‘;_\"-, e \\ . C
t‘.v(/_\ \\, \\' / I(fjx,) o~
How |0I‘IQ I shall Siﬂ‘y here E‘dﬂ%ml ‘\ \/‘ "\ \ \ U L

V / '\ \\ U \\ o -

\ A~ \\

How long I shall f\fcm he(é-r\su ict of the verb it

[ d@ﬁ&%ﬁ%hﬁ he had come.

that he had come—object of the verb 'did [not) know'

It is clear that the was guilty.

that he was guilty—put in apposition to the pronoun 'It'

| do not understand how it all happened.

how it all happened—object of the verb 'do (not) understand’
Can you tell who wrote Shakuntala?

who wrote Shakuntalo—object of the verb ccri7 @@@N

All depend on how it is dn
how it is done—%@ g’pcmmn ‘on’
DWM you stole the purse?

that you stole the purse—object of the verb 'do deny’
The law will punish whosoever is guilty.
whosoever is guilty—object of the verb 'will punish’

I think | know your face.

(that) | know your face—object of the verb "think'
Ask if dinner is ready.

if dinner is ready—object of the verb 'ask’ - A0

S~ ‘\ ’/f__]//_\>\/

!k/ \\:)\/
Therepoﬂihuihevumskllle/dlsgnhﬁémf‘\(\\‘ (&0

.‘/i\ ‘.

that he was kllle@-*—\giﬁ in &q @mwm ihe noun ‘report
\ \

‘\\/

He mﬁﬁ%p&hﬂ that he would succeed.



Ans:

17.

Ans:

18.

~/\r\\

&/\ (jh\\\ \\ 3
[\ n
that he would succeed —conr@cmcﬂ \{éj eﬁéhﬁé“ﬁopeful

7 \; f"\ \\
Do whatever yn@iﬂlnw % A )\\,v

whaierWﬂWMﬁghr—object of the verb 'do’

I don'f see how you can get out of this mess.

Ans: how can you get out of this mess—object of the verb 'don’t see’

19.

Ans:

Ans:

21.

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

24,

Ans:

Ans:

26.

Ans:

27.

Ans:

Do you know when the frain will arrive?

when the train will arrive—object of the verb 'Do know'

Whoever came was made welcome.

whoever came—subject of the verb 'was'

| understand you know the situation. m

(that) you want a siiuaiinn—o@cf%il@@%@ﬁ%.

My verdict is thab)

that t sopers die— complement of the verb 'is’
| cannot express how sorry I'm.
how sorry | am—object of the verb ‘cannot express’
They guessed what he meant.
what he meant—object of the verb ‘guessed’
| am afraid that she will be angry.
that she will be angry—connected with the adjective 'afraid’
Will you explain why you behaved so?
/“ =10a) C\X \L S
why you behaved so—object of 'rhe, verb wm xﬁ:’éﬁ; E=
Q 7 \/ A

No one cunhllgwlh gd\\ SR\CAS

‘\

‘ m;eef éﬁ} the verb 'can tell




28. The fruth is that we have been dac@yaﬂ bO\
Ans: that we have been decei A¢§6@S@ﬁq \*r\ e verb is'

29.  Itis not cl §} {}

Ans: wh%mone tins—put is apposition to the pronoun It

30. |do not know how | can deal with this rascal.

Ans: how | can deal with this rascal—object of the verb 'do (not) know'
31. | did not know whether | should laugh or cry.

Ans: whether | should laugh or cry—object of the | verb 'did [not) know’
32. We are desirous that you should succeed.

Ans: that you should succeed—connected with the udjeciwe desmus‘
m@@@?
Sometimes, i m n Clause introduced by that, the Accusative
with the i

S sed
1. (a) He thought that he was safe there.
(b) He thought himself to be safe there.
2, (a) |believed that he was a true friend.
(b) |believed him to be a true friend.
3 (a) This proved that the man had stolen the horse.
(b) This proved the man to have stolen the horse.

4, We ki that Rabia is ali
(a) e know that Rabia is alive. @W\@

(b) We know Oﬁ.‘ablc to bﬁ alive V\ @®@ J
TR
N



